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All meetings are held
in the Chapel Center
unless otherwise noted.

Mon

Tue

SLJC APRIL 2025

Wed

Thu

Sat

1 DEADLINE TO 2 3 4 5
REGISTER FOR 2ND | | bm: Devorah 7 pm: LAFF
NIGHT SEDER Hadassah Game Performance,
12 pm: SLC Day (EVJCC) A Family Tree
Choir Practice
6 8 8 9 10 11 12 EREV
3 pm: LAFF 9:30 am: 1:30 pm: 4 pm:SLJC 7-8:30 pm: PASSOVER
Performance, Sisterhood Devorah Literary | Board Meeting | Erev Shabbat
"A Family Tree” Board Meeting | | adies (Zoom) Service (with
12 pm: SLJC Yom HaShoah

Choir Practice

comemmoration)

13 PASSOVER
DAY 1

14 PASSOVER
DAY 2

15 PASSOVER
DAY 7

16 PASSOVER
DAY 4

17 PASSOVER
DAY 5

18 PASSOVER
DAY 6

19 PASSOVER
DAY 7

5 pm: 12 pm: SLJC I pm:
SLJC 2nd Seder Choir Practice Sisterhood
(Trilogy Meeting
Community
Ballroom)
20 PASSOVER | 21 22 23 24 25 26
DAY 8 12 pm: Choir | pm:
9:30 am: Practice Devorah
JWYV Meeting Hadassah Out to
(Oakwood Lunch (TBD)
Country Club)
27 28 29 30
5 pm: Men's 12 pm: Choir
Club Dinner Practice
(Floridino’s)
HIGHLIGHTS

B President, Shelly Henden (480) 612-4413

B Membership, Susie Shapiro (480) 883-7117

B Rabbi Irwin Wiener, D.D. (480) 436-1460

B Cantor, Ronda Polesky (480) 247-8408
(602) 524-5936
(760)

760) 271-2758

3 From the Clergy

5 President's Message
12 Yahrzeits

12 Celebrations

14 Contributions

15 Donation Form

B Music Director, Lana Oyer

B Graphics, Carol Horowitz

To submit to The Shpiel or for more information, contact Geri Gould at (480) 305-0123, or gerijim@hotmail.com.
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RABBI IRWIN WIENERS*D

Mazon

Mazon is a Hebrew

word meaning food. Of
course, we think of it as

a charitable effort given

by the organization with
the same name because it
essentially is designed to
supply a Jewish response to
the problem of hunger.

At this time of the year, we commemorate the liberation
of our people from human bondage. Yes, Passover is a
time set aside to remember the birth of a nation both
physically and spiritually. And it is a time for us to
understand that all people, regardless of color or creed,
have been created in the image of God and deserve

and must achieve independence of thought and mind
and body.

There are many ways to feed those yearning to be
nourished: food for sustenance, words to encourage
redemption, actions to accomplish the Divine will,
and courage to meet the challenges that accompany
everyday living.

The observance of Passover is an invitation to experience
the wonders of light and freedom and fulfillment. It is
not important to envision a miraculous happening. What
is important is the idea that has echoed through the ages:
“That all men are created equal and endowed by their
Creator with the unalienable rights of life, liberty and the
pursuit of happiness.” (Declaration of Independence of
the United States)

Part of this legacy is the requirement to save lives, ensure
the safety and survival of all who walk this good Earth.
Perhaps it can be described by a story | read attributed
to the Chofetz Chaim, a remarkable Sage whose wisdom
is world renowned: “Streaming through the center of

a certain town was a deep river that was spanned by a
rickety bridge. One day, a group of about thirty men
was crossing the bridge. When they were at the halfway
point, the bridge gave way and collapsed, sending the
men plummeting into the river below.

Two bystanders immediately dove into the water and
began swimming towards the men to rescue them.
Another bystander gazed at what was transpiring, and
called at the men, who had jumped into the water, “You

fools!” he shouted. ‘Why are the two of you jumping
into the water? Can'’t you see that their group consists
of about thirty men? In any event, you won't be able to
save them all. You would therefore have been better off
simply remaining on the riverbank.

It goes without saying that this man was speaking
nonsensically. For even if the two men had succeeded
in saving only one person from drowning, it would have
been well worth their efforts.” (Jewish Parables)

The Chofetz Chaim explains that the same thing applies
to giving Tzedakah (charity). There are instances when a
man thinks to himself, “How much of a benefit will truly
be accrued by my giving a pittance to Tzedakah? There
are so many poor people anyway.” The Chofetz Chaim
explains further that another Sage was quoted as saying
that it does not matter whether one gives more or less,
provided the intention was in the trying.

To me, that is the essence of Passover. To me, that is the
message of freedom. To me, that is the true meaning of
redemption. We escaped the clutches of degradation
and humiliation by knowing full well that only together
can we ever achieve significance in our lives.

The plagues wrought upon those who tormented us
helps to remind us of our frailties and failings. The
parting of the Sea allows us to grasp the message of
walking unafraid toward our destiny. The birth of our
religious identity accomplished at the Mountain is a clear
sign that human beings are capable of great things. These
signs and wonders are a testament to the realization that
we were created for the purpose of connection to each
other and to the Creator of us all.

Mazon, the Jewish Response to Hunger, is an organization
that requires our attention at this season of our lives.
We learn that “this night is different than all other
nights,” and it is so because we share what we have with
those who have not. Our Haggadah implores us to invite
all who are hungry to participate in this great event.

We should be thankful for all we have with no
reservation, no stipulation and no expectation. God
has given us untold blessings and we sometimes take
them for granted. Now is the time to share and now
is the time to say “Thank You,” even if to and for only
one person. m
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TAX CREDIT INCENTIVE GRANTS TO SLJC

Use your Arizona State income tax liability and payment to benefit East Valley JCC
and Sun Lakes Jewish Congregation

Your tax liability will not increase or decrease for this
donation. Instead of giving your income tax payment to the
Arizona Treasury Department, you can donate it to East
Valley JCC and SLJC!

This is a win-win for both you and our congregation!

Individual income tax filers can donate as much as $470
and joint income filers can donate as much as $938 without
increasing or decreasing your tax liability for this donation.
SLJC will receive 18% of the funds received by East Valley
JCC. Once this donation has been made, East Valley |CC
will send a donation confirmation to use for your tax
records. Form 321 will need to be filed with Arizona
Income Taxes for this Charitable contribution.

Help our synagogue benefit from your generous
contribution without it costing you any
additional money!

Below is a form that you can use for your donation to the
East Valley JCC that lists Sun Lakes Jewish Congregation as
the benefiting organization.

TAX CREDIT FORM

Name:

Address:

Amount of Donation (Check):

Benefiting Organization (AZ Tax Credit): Sun Lakes Jewish Congregation

Email:

Phone:

Date:

Please return this form to:
East Valley JCC (AZ Tax Credit)
908 North Alma School Road, Chandler, AZ 85224
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

SHELLY HENDEN

April Shower Brings...

It's been said many Our Erev Shabbat service this month is a very special
times over that April one, and | hope that many of you will be there to
Showers bring May thank the Sun Lakes Community Church for their
flowers. How lucky commitment to greeting us at the door each month.
we are here in Arizona Reverend Mitch McDonald will grace us with his words
not to have to wait and will honor us by participating in our Yom HaShoah
for April but are so commemoration. We also will honor the cast members
fortunate to have of “The Family Tree,” including members of our
beautiful flowers all year long?! congregation along with members from the different
congregations here in Sun Lakes. Also at the service,
This April we bring you the last two performances the Men’s Club will again be accepting checks or non-
of "The Family Tree,” on Saturday, April 5 at 7 pm perishable food donations to benefit Mathew’s Crossing.
and Sunday, April 6 at 3 pm. If you haven'’t seen the
production, you will have missed seeing many of our For those of you that might be leaving for the summer,
members having fun with this hilarious play written please have safe travels and we look forward to
and directed by our own Carol Horowitz and her your return. agh

husband, Steve. (See pages 6 and 7 for details.)

SOMETHING YOU MIGHT NOT KNOW
BERNHARDT ZANVILEVITZ By Murray Siegel

Bernhardt Zanvilevitz was born in Brooklyn, NY in 1912 to parents who
were Jewish immigrants from Russia. He received a degree from Cornell and
a law degree from St. Johns but due to the Depression, he had to find work
as a boxer, baseball player, and model. His modelling led to a movie contract
and a long career on the screen and later on TV.

He was signed by Warner Brothers and had a number of significant roles in
several motion pictures, yet he was seen as an average American, buddy to
the main star. Such a role in “Pride of the Marines” in 1945 allowed him to
play a Jewish character. He was the buddy of the main character as a member
of a machine gun squad fighting on Guadalcanal. A Jewish star was painted on
the side of their gun and when a group of Marines was discussing their post-
war plans, Bernhardt’s character said that his prospects were limited since he
celebrated Passover rather than Easter. In that year, he was voted the 16th
most popular movie actor.

After the war, he appeared on Broadway and had roles on radio shows. In
the late 1940s, he began to appear on television shows. His last film, “Last
Rites,” was released in 1988 and his last appearance on TV was in 1989 on
“Murder She Wrote.”

Bernhardt was married twice; his first wife died in 1970 and his second
marriage ended with his own death from lung cancer in 1998. His marriages
produced no children. You may be thinking that you cannot recall Bernhardt
Zanvilevitz. That is because in 1942, Warner Brothers had his name changed
to Dane Clark.
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There’s still
TIME
A % to buy tickets!
S Y sat., April 5™ or
Sun., April 6!

%’%
HURRY!

There’s still time to buy tickets to the
7:00pm, Saturday, April 5t &
3:00pm, Sunday, April 6"
performances!

Tickets may be purchased
In-person at Sun Lakes
Country Club,
online by credit card at
www.ticketsource.us/slhoal.com
for $20 per person or may be Sl
purchased at the door for $25
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LAFF presents the hilarious musical comedy, “The Family Tree!"

Tickets are still available to see “The Family Tree”, the
absolutely hilarious musical comedy! Please support
this important SLJC fundraiser. Don’t miss the chance
to see our talented rabbi act, sing, and even dance,
along with many other members of our congregation!

Only two performances remain:

B SATURDAY evening, APRIL 5 @7 pm
B SUNDAY afternoon, APRIL 6 @3 pm

You'll roar with laughter! For the best remaining
seats, hurry to get your tickets for the Saturday
evening show! Some tickets also remain for the final
show on Sunday afternoon.

“The Family Tree” is an interfaith performance by
LAFF (Laughter and Friendship Forever), sponsored
by SLJC, with a cast of over 30 talented performers,
including former professional actors, singers, dancers,
and musicians that represent most of the religious

organizations within Sun Lakes.

Be prepared to laugh until you cry at this original
musical comedy, that first delighted its audiences
over a dozen years ago! Filled with surprising twists
and turns, there are no dull moments as the cast
attempts to unravel the unexpected twists and turns
of this hysterically tangled plot!

Tickets may be purchased at Sun Lakes Country Club
for $20 or online by credit card at www.ticketsource.
us/slhoal, and also sold at the door for $25 each,
cash or check only. (Again, remember that the best
remaining seats are for the Saturday, April 5, 7 pm
show!) All performances will be on stage in the
Arizona Room at Sun Lakes Country Club.

To our audiences who loved our play last year, “A
Deli Line”, you'll go crazy over “The Family Tree”. You
never know what secrets hide in your family tree!

‘-\.-(-’
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SLJC SISTERHOOD

Next Event: Thursday, April 17, 1 pm, Chapel Center

The Sun Lakes Jewish Congregation Sisterhood held
their annual charity event Games Galore last month in
the Oakwood Ballroom of Sun Lakes Country Club.
More than one hundred and fifty women attended the
luncheon, played games, and won prizes. Thank you to
all who donated prizes, baked goods, and their time to
make this event such a huge success.

The next meeting of the Sun Lakes Jewish Congregation
Sisterhood will take place on Thursday, April 17 at 1 pm
at the Chapel House. The speaker will be Tami Tisdale,
the general manager of Form Floral. The presentation
will be tips and tricks of flower care, to be followed by a
demonstration of how to assemble a floral arrangement.

Photos from Games Galore 2025

Sisterhood Membership Dues Form (July 1, 2024 — June 30, 2025)
NOTE: We do not share information with anyone. For Sisterhood use only.

Name:

Address:

E-mail:

Phone:

Birthday (month/day only):

Please send this form and a check for $30, payable to SLJC Sisterhood, to:
Wendy Goldstein, 24031 S Lakeway Circle NW, Sun Lakes AZ 85248
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