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SLJC February 2025SLJC February 2025
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1

2
2 pm: LAFF 
Rehearsal

3 4
2:45 pm: SLJC 
Choir Practice

5
10:30 am: 
Devorah 
Hadassah Game 
Day Planning 
(private home)

6 7 8

9
2 pm: LAFF 
Rehearsal

10 11
9:30 am: 
Sisterhood 
Board Meeting
11 am: SLJC 
Dine Out 
Fundraiser (BJ's 
Brewery)
2:45 pm: SLJC 
Choir Practice

12
1 pm: SLJC 
Bereavement 
Meeting

1:30 pm:  
Devorah Literary 
Ladies (Zoom)

13 tu bishvat
4 pm: SLJC 
Board Meeting

14
7-8:30 pm: 
Erev Shabbat 
Service 
(Honoring SLJC 
Sisterhood)

15 15 shevat

16
9:30 am: 
JWV Meeting 
(Oakwood 
Country Club)
2 pm: LAFF 
Rehearsal

17 presidents 
day

18
11:30 am: 
Men's Club 
Lunch (Legends)
2:45 pm: 
Choir Practice

19
11 am-1 pm:  
Devorah 
Hadassah Food 
Collection for 
JFCS (TBD)

20 21 22

23
2 pm:  
LAFF Rehearsal

24
10 am:  
Sisterhood 
Games Galore 
(Oakwood 
Country Club)

25
2:45 pm: 
Choir Practice

26
12 pm:  
Devorah Out to 
Lunch (TBD)

27 28

All meetings are held All meetings are held 
in the Chapel Center in the Chapel Center 

unless otherwise noted.unless otherwise noted.
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No matter how we 
calculate the passage of 
time, whether we consider 
the first of January or 
the first of Tishrei as the 
New Year, the beginning 
of a year is always a time 
to pause, to reflect, and 
to contemplate.

Tishrei (Rosh Hashanah) represents a rededication of 
our spiritual self. January is designed to give us a chance 
to think of our relationships. Then there is Tu Bishvat, 
the New Year of the trees, and Passover, the New Year 
of our birth as a nation and a people – our religious 
maturity, if you will. 

All can be summed up with a favorite quote from the 
rabbis of Yavneh: “I am a creation of God, and my 
neighbor is also a creation of God; my work is in the city 
and his in the field; I rise early to do my work and he 
rises early to do his. As he cannot do well at my work; 
similarly, I cannot do well at his work. Nevertheless, 
if you say, I do great things and he does unimportant 
things, I respond: We have learned that it does not 
matter if a person does much or little, but only if he 
directs his heart to heaven.” 

Perhaps what the rabbis of Yavneh were trying to say is 
that we need to care about each other, to be concerned 
about one another. This is the essence of who we are – 
our character – our respect for the dignity of all humans 
and animals as well.

All who toil in this vineyard of caring exemplify 
these teachings.

How do we accomplish this in everyday living? Quite 
simply by being who we are – human beings created to 
imitate the goodness of God. And each New Year that 
is celebrated, whether secular or religious, gives us the 
opportunity to rededicate ourselves to doing for others.

Yes, we have a New Year for trees because we know 
that nature and humankind work together to make life 

livable and rewarding. And just as trees sleep in the 
winter and are reborn in the spring, we too can garner 
our strength to bring renewal to our existence after the 
cold winter passes.

Then we turn the page, and it is February. Usually this 
is a dull month in the cycle of life because December, 
with all its celebrations, also carries into January. But 
February seems to be lost in the shuffle.

Hold the presses – we do have things to commemorate 
and celebrate in February:

Valentine’s Day – a day designated for love and 
affection.  Perhaps we should consider making every 
day a Valentine’s Day. Love is not for a moment, but for 
a lifetime. In an instant we love and then in an instant 
we forget to love. It matters not how this holiday got 
started. We need it as a reminder that love is the glue 
that keeps us connected. 

President’s Day – a day designated for us to remember 
the contributions made for our survival and continuity 
that are represented by the people we elect to lead us 
into the future as a people and nation, and to remember 
the sacrifices of those who helped get us to this time in 
our lives. 

Black History Month – a time designated for us to 
consider equality and the brotherhood of man as 
mandated in Scripture. To teach about the evils of 
prejudice and the values of understanding every person’s 
needs for connection and acceptance. 

Each of these observances has a common thread – 
dignity. Elsewhere in this edition of the Shpiel I have 
suggested support for a noble venture instituted by our 
people to follow the instruction given to us in a certain 
Torah reading. After reading it, please determine that it 
is a worthwhile effort for our continuing support. 

So, dull February is not so dull after all. There are things 
to consider and to fulfill our dream for a tranquil life.  E

rabbi irwin wiener, d.d.rabbi irwin wiener, d.d.
Another New Year



4  |  SUN LAKES JEWISH CONGREGATION

Come LAFF with the talented cast of “The Family 
Tree,” the most unusual, hysterically funny musical 
comedy that you’ll ever see!

Have you ever thought of researching your own ancestry? 
What do you actually know about your own lineage? Do 
you know where your ancestors lived, loved, or what they 
looked like? Even more, are you brave enough to accept 
the results of your research?

Warning #1: BE PREPARED TO LAFF!

Warning #2: BE PREPARED FOR SURPRISES! 
Although the play is indeed about a family tree, don’t be 
fooled by the title! It’s unlike anything you’d ever expect! 

Warning #3: BE PREPARED to consider the 
possibilities of what ancestry research may reveal! 
You never know what to expect if you’re BRAVE enough 
to research your family tree! As the cast discovers, secrets 
hidden in the gnarled and intertwined branches of a family 
tree can certainly become a life-altering experience.

If you enjoyed last year’s production of “A Deli 
Line,” you’ll LOVE “The Family Tree,” another 
truly funny original musical comedy. This interfaith 
cast of approximately 30 actors, singers, and dancers, 
representing many of the religious organizations within 
Sun Lakes, is currently LAFF-ing its way through 
rehearsals! LAFF (Laughter and Friendship Forever) 
was created to spread laughter and camaraderie 
throughout our Sun Lakes communities. Our goal is to 
make our audiences LAFF louder than our cast!

PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR THIS 
SLJC FUNDRAISER!

SAVE THE DATE! Tickets will go on sale starting 
FEBRUARY 18 and will be sold online and in person 
through the Sun Lakes Country Club, where this musical 
comedy will be performed onstage. There will be four 
performances: Saturday, March 29 @ 7 pm; Sunday, 
March 30 @3 pm; Saturday, April 5 @7 pm; and 
Sunday, April 6 @3 pm. 
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presidentpresident’’s messages message
shelly hendenshelly henden

As I sit down to write 
this month's letter, my 
thoughts and prayers 
are with the families in 
California. Many of us, 
myself included, likely 
know friends or loved 
ones who have been 

evacuated or have suffered significant losses. 

For our February service, we will honor our Sisterhood 
members. We cannot thank them enough for their 
unwavering generosity, which supports not only our 
congregation but also numerous groups within Sun Lakes 
and beyond. Their incredible contributions are made 
possible by their annual fundraiser, now known as Games 
Galore. This year's event will take place on Monday, 
February 24. I hope many of you plan to attend and 
support both the Sisterhood and our congregation. 

Here are some important reminders about our 
upcoming fundraisers: 

n  Tuesday, February 11: Join us for our "Out to 
Dinner" event at BJ’s Restaurant. See page 10 for 
the flyer.

n  Saturday, March 22: Enjoy the Hale Theatre 
production of Anything Goes. To reserve tickets, 
please contact Marcia Weiner at (480) 802-9455 or 
Shelly Schwartz at (480) 802-3608.

n  Late March/Early April: Don’t miss "The Family 
Tree," a production featuring members of our 
congregation alongside participants from other local 
congregations. Performances will take place on the 
last weekend of March and the first weekend of April.  
See the opposite page for details.

Additionally, we are excited to announce that our 
combined seder with Trilogy will happen again this year. 
Details can be found in the flyer and other information 
included in this issue. 

As always, if you would like an honor at our services, 
please reach out to me. I especially need members who 
are able to carry or lift the Torahs. 

Stay safe and stay well, and I look forward to seeing you 
around the compound or throughout the Valley. I want 
to wish you all a very happy Valentine’s Day as well.  E

Coming Up

adult education 2025 
connect with others in  
our congregation through  
study and learning
The theme for this year’s educational events 
is understanding the value and purpose of life. 
The purpose is to enhance our lives and enjoy 
the simple pleasures of life-long learning, build 
relationships with others in our congregation and 
observe the Sabbath through study. 

One session is coming up, presented by Rabbi 
Wiener. Participants will share a Kiddush at the 
session. Please save the date to join us!

March 15, 10:15 AM, Chapel Center 
The Lessons of Purim for Today: Survival, Pride 
in Our Identity, Strength in Time of Crisis

Please save the date for this session coming up 
in March.
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GGAAMMEESS  GGAALLOORREE  
FFoorrmmeerrllyy  kknnoowwnn  aass  CCaarrdd  PPaarrttyy  

MMoonnddaayy,,  FFeebbrruuaarryy  2244,,  22002255  aatt  1100::0000  aa..mm..  

DDoooorrss  ooppeenn  aatt  99::0000  aa..mm..  

    OOaakkwwoooodd  CCoouunnttrryy  CClluubb  iinn  SSuunn  LLaakkeess  

CChhaarriittyy  eevveenntt  ssppoonnssoorreedd  bbyy  SSuunn  LLaakkeess  JJeewwiisshh  CCoonnggrreeggaattiioonn  SSiisstteerrhhoooodd  

$40 entry fee includes a delicious buffet lunch. 

We will have our signature gift baskets, cash raffle and 
tantalizing treats at our bake sale! 

For reservations or questions call Carol at 480-895-3168. 

Please make your check for $40.00 per player payable to: SLJC SISTERHOOD and mail to: Doris 
Codkind, 9038 E Diamond Dr., Sun Lakes, AZ 85248. Please limit lunch seating to groups of five. 

Names of players: (Please include a contact phone # or email for one member of the group.) Reservations 
deadline is February 10.  Contact #/email: __________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________     _____________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________     _____________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________     Game: ______________________________________ 

You must provide your own game. No card shufflers please. 
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sljc sisterhood
Next Event: Monday, February 24, 10 am, Oakwood Country Club, Sun Lakes

Sisterhood knows how to throw a party. Our annual 
Paid-Up Membership Luncheon/Hanukkah party was 
a huge success. The catered affair was held in the 
Chapel House where we ate delicious latkes and played 
Hanukkah Bingo for prizes. Thank you to the Sisterhood 
Board members for organizing this fun event.

The Sun Lakes Jewish Congregation Sisterhood is 
holding its annual fundraiser, formerly known as 
Card Party, Games Galore on Monday, February 
24. (See the flyer on the opposite page.) You will have 
an opportunity to play Bridge, Mah Jongg, Canasta, 
Scrabble, Mexican Train, Hand and Foot, or any other 
table game of your choice. This charity event will take 
place at Oakwood Country Club in Sun Lakes starting 
at 10 am. There will be a delicious buffet lunch and we 
will have our signature gift baskets, gift cards from local 
restaurants and merchants, a cash raffle, and home-baked 
treats at our bake sale. All proceeds will be distributed 
to various charities. You may register individually or as 
a group. Please indicate what game you will play. The 
registration deadline is Monday, February 10. For more 
information, see the flyer in The Shpiel or please contact 
Carol at (480) 895-3168.

Also, we are in need of bakers for the Games 
Galore bake sale. If you are already one of our bakers, 
would you be willing to make an additional item, and if 
you are not already preparing baked goods, would you 
be willing to? No store-bought items please. Contact 
Barbara Reiss, (480-803-3281 / elliottbarb@gmail.com). 

The Friday night service on February 14 at the 
temple will honor Sisterhood. Please read the 
message above from Rabbi Wiener about the occasion.

The next meeting of Sisterhood will be on Thursday, 
March 20 at 1 pm in the Chapel House. There will 
be a presentation from the Minkoff Center for Jewish 
Genetics and the ASU Master's program. Topics include 
learning the pros and cons of over-the-counter DNA 
kits and exploring the medical advances that have been 
made possible since genetic testing has become more 
commonplace. Learn what CRISPR is. Hint: It's not for 
your salad!

We are certainly pleased that the Sun Lakes Jewish Congregation Sisterhood 
will participate at our Friday evening Shabbat service on February 14.

Sisterhood is an integral part of our congregation. They are truly 
representative of the words spoken by Maimonides: “Understand that the 
Lord wants your heart, and the intention of your heart is the measure of 
what you do.” Who can deny that our Sisterhood acts from the heart and 
the results are clear: a sisterhood of caring and sharing individuals who 
collectively encompass all that is good in the human spirit. This is the legacy 
of the women of our congregation as they toil in the vineyard of goodness 
and mercy and lend dignity to our existence.

May their efforts continue to uplift us. May they continue to prosper. May 
we, the beneficiaries of their goodness, continue to be blessed because of 
their support. And they certainly deserve our eternal gratitude.

Welcome Sisterhood members of the Sun Lakes Jewish Congregation.

Welcome to Our Sisterhood
By Rabbi Irwin Wiener, D.D.
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SLJC SISTERHOOD RAFFLE 

For GAMES GALORE – ANNUAL FUNDRAISER 
Formerly known as Card Party 

 
$10 GIVES YOU A CHANCE TO WIN A CASH PRIZE 

 FIRST PRIZE = $200  

SECOND PRIZE = $100 
ALL PROFITS ARE DISTRIBUTED TO THE TEMPLE AND TO VARIOUS LOCAL CHARITIES.  

THE DRAWING WILL BE HELD AT THE EVENT ON FEBRUARY 24, 2025. THE WINNERS NEED NOT 
BE PRESENT TO WIN. YOU MAY PURCHASE MULTIPLE ENTRIES AT $10 PER ENTRY. 

Please make check ($10 per entry) payable to SLJC SISTERHOOD.  

Completed form and check should be mailed to:  

Diane Silverman, 9437 E. Rocky Lake Drive, Sun Lakes, AZ 85248. 

Entries must be received by February 17, 2025. 

NAME: ________________________________________________________________ 

PHONE #: ______________________________________________________________ 

WE THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING SLJC SISTERHOOD 

AND THE LOCAL CHARITIES THAT WILL BENEFIT FROM THE PROCEEDS. 
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sljc 2025 passover seder
Tuesday, April 23, 5-8 pm, Trilogy Community Ballroom

As we look forward to a 2025 shared with friends and family, it is not too soon to think about our upcoming 
3rd annual combined seder with the Trilogy Chavurah on Sunday, April 13 from 5-8 pm in the Trilogy 
Community Ballroom. Costs: Members $48/ Non-Members $60

You will have a choice of appetizer (chopped liver or gefilte fish). The main entrée will be brisket or chicken. 
(You may choose a combination of both entrees if you prefer). We hope you will join us for great food, 
friendship, and the continued coming together of our two communities as we honor the traditions of our 
ancestors. We encourage you to invite friends from your community as a way to create a greater understanding 
of our traditions. You may also bring your own wine and beverages if you prefer. The reservation deadline is 
Tuesday, April 1.

Tables accommodate up to 8. This year we are again planning to mingle each group, four people from Trilogy 
and foue from SLJC. If you have a specific seating request, please make it at the time of your reservation. We 
will do all possible to honor your requests. We will accommodate families stting together. Questions? Please 
contact Helene Zimmerman at (909) 229-6572 or hzman24@gmail.com.

Passover Seder Menu  
Catered by Scott’s Generations, NY-style deli restaurant

n  Gefilte Fish or Chopped Liver

n  Hard Boiled Eggs

n  Matzoh Ball Soup

n  Roasted Potatoes

n  Vegetables

n  Choice of Brisket or Chicken  
(can have both if desired)

n  Matzoh

n  Charoset

n  Dessert

n  Passover Wine

 
Passover Seder 2025 Reservation Form 

Name: __________________________________ 

# of people in your party: ____________________ 

Seating request: ______________________________________________ 

Please circle choice of appetizer: gefilte fish or chopped liver 

Please circle choice of entrée:     brisket    |    chicken    |    both 

Please indicate choices of others in your party: 
 

Please make checks payable to "SLJC and mail them to:  
Helene Zimmerman, 4119 E. Appleby Drive, Gilbert, AZ 85298  
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Feb 11, 2025 11:00AM to 11:00PM

7151 W. Ray Rd.
Chandler, AZ 85226

623-320-0300

Sun Lakes Jewish Congregation

(FEB632)

VISIT US IN PERSON, ORDER ONLINE OR PLACE A TAKE-OUT ORDER

When dining in: Present this flyer to your server at any time during your meal.

When ordering online: Enter the 6-digit fundraiser code below at the time of checkout.

When placing a take-out order: Present this flyer to a BJ's team member upon your arrival.

For Dine In, Takeout or Curbside at this BJ's Location:

Valid for dine in, takeout or curbside when applicable. Not valid toward alcoholic beverages, Happy Hour specials or for delivery orders.
Please do not distribute flyers on site during the event.


