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SLJC JUNE 2025SLJC JUNE 2025
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 SHAVUOT 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10
9:30 am: 
Sisterhood 
Board Meeting

11
1 pm:  
Devorah Literary 
Ladies (Zoom)

12
4 pm: SLJC 
Board Meeting

13
7-8:30 pm: 
Erev Shabbat 
Service

14

15  
FATHER'S DAY

16 17 18 19 20 21

22
9:30 am: 
JWV Meeting 
(Oakwood 
Country Club)

23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30

All meetings are held All meetings are held 
in the Chapel Center in the Chapel Center 

unless otherwise noted.unless otherwise noted.

save the dates for additional summer programs
JULY

n  July 9: 1 PM Devorah Hadassah Literary Ladies

n  July 11: 5:30 PM Twilight Erev Shabbat Service

AUGUST

n  August 3: Tisha B'Av

n  August 8: 5:30 PM Twilight Erev Shabbat Service

n  August 9: Tu B'Av

n  August 13: 1 PM Devorah Hadassah Literary Ladies

n  August 27: 1 PM Devorah Hadassah Out to Lunch 
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When I think about the 
holiday referred to as 
“Father’s Day” my mind 
travels to places that 
sometimes should be left 
to memory.

I think about the times 
when a phone call or a 
letter or a card (before 

social media) was the appropriate method to reach out 
to someone. Father’s Day seems to be lost in the shuffle 
of days to remember. 

After all, fathers worked crazy hours, and we were lucky 
if we had any time with them. Fathers seemed to be 
preoccupied with matters that we could or would never 
understand. Fathers could be found, if we were lucky, 
at the dinner table as the day wound down and it was 
family time. 

We always remember Mother’s Day because the 
connection was deeper and, in many cases, more 

profound.  Fathers, on the other hand, seemed more 
remote and distant. Perhaps it is the DNA or some such 
reason that gives us these feelings. 

And then, there is no one to acknowledge — the light 
has dimmed and is replaced with his memory. Could we 
have done more, celebrated his life in a more meaningful 
way? When we focus our minds on the past, we forget 
the times we laughed and sang and shared our joys 
and sorrows. 

Perhaps this Father’s Day we should stop for just a 
moment and realize that it is not too late — never too 
late — to express our heartfelt thanks for the blessings 
he gave us and continues to give us, if only in thought 
and memory. 

To all the fathers, grandfathers and, yes, great 
grandfathers, let us start a new custom of uttering two 
words that incorporate so much and its immeasurable 
meaning: Thank you!  E

rabbi irwin wiener, d.d.rabbi irwin wiener, d.d.
Father's Day
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MEMBER  INFORMATION / DUES  FORM  FOR  SUN  LAKES  JEWISH  CONGREGATION      

July 1, 2025 to June 30, 2026   

Please complete the form below in order to update our database even if you have done so before and send 
to Susie Shapiro, 24117 S Lakeway Circle NE, Sun Lakes, Az 85248.     

Date:_____________________      

Name #1__________________________________  Name #2___________________________________      

Address______________________________________________________________________________    

City____________________________ State______ Zip Code __________________________________    

Phone:____________________________________  Phone:____________________________________      

Email:____________________________________  Email:_____________________________________      

Birthday:  (Month) ______(Day) _______________  Birthday:  (Month) ______(Day) _______________      

Hebrew names (full name using transliteration, e.g. Reuven ben Yoseph or Malka bat Chaim      

________________________________________      __________________________________________      
  
Your Anniversary:  (Month)______(Day)________      

      

Yahrzeit (English month only) – if more then five, please add page:              
      Date                        Name                               Relation      
__________          ___________________________________            __________________    
__________          ___________________________________            __________________    
__________          ___________________________________            __________________    

__________          ___________________________________            __________________    

__________          ___________________________________            __________________    
Membership per person   $200 (includes one High Holiday ticket per member)      

   

Total Remittance: _________________payable to S.L.J.C      
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presidentpresident’’s messages message
shelly hendenshelly henden

I hope to see many 
of you at this month’s 
service, the final 
“regular” service until 
the Fall and our High 
Holidays. And, of 
course, following our 

summer tradition, there will be Twilight Services in July 
and August in the Chapel at 5:30 pm, the second Friday 
of the month. 

This is last Shpiel issue until the Fall, so please take the 
time to read it for Temple goings on. 

I am asking once more for volunteers to help with 
various committees. Please give me a call and I can talk 
with you about your interests.

Happy Father’s Day and please have a safe and 
healthy Summer.  E

Summer Is Here!

adult education 2025 
a new year of experimentations
During the months of October and December, Rabbi 
Wiener and Cantor Ronda Polesky will be offering adult 
education opportunities and Shabbat services. These are experimental undertakings and will be evaluated for 
participation to ensure their continuation and will take place in the Chapel Center. The Cantor will also be 
offering classes. These will be advertised in the near future. Please save the dates to join us:

OCTOBER 2025

October 4 | 10:30-11:30 am 
The Origins and Traditions of Sukkot

October 25 | 10:30-11:30 am 
Shabbat Morning Service –  
Torah portion understanding

December 2025

December 6 | 10:30-11:30 am 
The origins and traditions of Hanukkah:  
Why the Books of the Maccabees are not 
included in the Canon of Jewish Holy Books

December 27 | 10:30-11:30 am 
Shabbat Morning Service –  
Torah portion understanding
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BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND 
It isn’t too soon to begin thinking about your 2025-2026 SLJC membership. And we have the 
best deal in town! 

SLJC is once again holding its annual Membership Raffle. What a great way to support the 
congregation, while at the same time helping yourself. That’s right! You could win a  
one-year membership to SLJC (a $200 value)! Tickets are only $20, and you might have the  
winning entry! 

It’s easy — simply complete the form below and return it along with your check (payable to 
SLJC). The drawing will be held during the August 8, 2025 SLJC service. You need not be in 
attendance to win. The winner will be notified by phone. You may enter as many times as you 
would like at $20 per entry. Entries must be received by August 5, 2025. 

With your support we can make this a huge success. Good luck! 

 

 

Name: ___________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: ___________________________________________________________________ 

Amount Enclosed: $__________________________________________________________ 

 

Mail to:  Janey Burnce 
          9510 E. Champagne Drive 
          Sun Lakes, AZ 85248 
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It is June and basketball fans are excited as the National 
Basketball Association championship series is underway. 
Over the past three decades, the NBA has done an 
exceptional job increasing basketball play throughout 
the world, as evidenced by the number of foreign 
players in the NBA, including some of the biggest stars. 
What you might not know is that one of those stars 
is an Israeli, Deni Avdij. Avdji plays for the Portland 
Trailblazers, and this year he averaged 16.9 points and 
7.2 rebounds per game. Deni had a 47.6% field goal 
percentage for the season.

He can thank his parents for his athletic ability. His 
mother, an Israeli Jew, was a runner and basketball 
player in Israel, and his father, a Serbian, was a member 
of the Serbian national basketball team and is now 
an Israeli citizen. In 2020, Deni was drafted by the 
NBA’s Washington Wizards with the ninth pick in the 
first round of the league’s draft. He was a member of 
the Wizards until July 2024, when he was traded to 
the Trailblazers.

Deni holds dual citizenship (Israeli and Serbian), and he 
was able to serve in the Israel Defense Forces in 2020 

when the NBA suspended play due to the pandemic. It 
must be noted that Deni’s first game with Portland was 
on Yom Kippur, but he sat out the game to observe 
the holy day. He has said that he learned to speak 
English by watching situation comedies and playing 
video games.

something you might not know
deni avdija
By Murray Siegel Photo license link: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Deni_Avdija_

Maccabi_%28cropped%29_2.jpg

They came to serve and defend Israel. More than 1,100 
new immigrants joined the IDF this spring as antisemitism 
abroad and the trauma of the Hamas onslaught drove a 
new generation to enlist.

According to IDF data for the March-April recruitment 
period released last month, 1,113 new immigrants were 
slated to enlist — 674 men and 459 women. (Not all 
of these are Lone Soldiers, as some arrive with their 
families.) This marks a significant rise from previous years; 
883 new immigrants were drafted during the same period 
in 2024, and 799 in 2023. The US, Russia and Ethiopia 
provided the most recruits, a trend that continued 
from 2024.

Israel needed soldiers and world Jewry responded. The 
Lone Soldier Project will continue to support these 
courageous young men and woman as they serve on 
active duty. To learn more about the Lone Soldiers 
Project, please visit www.evjcc.org/lone-soldier-project.

lone soldier project
passover for lone soldiers
By Michael Cohen
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On May 4, 2025, 
the Friends of 
Israel hosted 
Jake Bennett, 
the Government 
Affairs Director 
for the national 
Israeli-American 
Council. 65 

attendees learned the facts regarding the international 
escalation of antisemitism since the Hamas-inflicted 
atrocities on Israelis on October 7, 2023.

He focused on US college campuses where the ADL 
(Anti-Defamation League) reports an 84% increase in 
antisemitic campus incidents between 2023 and 2024. 
Many college and younger students are being taught 
false historical narratives by left-leaning progressive 
teachers about Israel that cultivate anti- Zionism and 
pro-Palestinian attitudes. Arab countries have donated 
more than 13 billion dollars to US universities in 
attempts to bias their teaching of Middle East history. 
Brown University’s Choice Program creates the Middle 

East history curriculum for 8000 US public schools; they 
receive large grants for this project from Quatar, without 
revealing the funding to these schools.

Bennett’s advocacy advice comes from his grandmother, 
who survived Auschwitz and would advise us all to be 
proud of who 
we are. Personal 
advocacy for 
Israel can start 
in our own 
families by us, 
as grandparents, 
educating our 
grandchildren 
about the true 
facts about Israel, its people and the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict. Historical knowledge about our ancestry, 
resilience, and persistence will cultivate a pride in being 
Jewish for youth and college students, allowing them to 
cope and respond more effectively to the difficulty they 
now experience for being Jewish and supporting Israel.

While many of us feel unable to impact on public policy 
and corporate decision making, we, in fact, are quite 
powerful when collectively expressing our opinions to 
public and private national leaders.

Various organization have made it quite simple 
to express our opinions to our congressional 
representatives and executive leaders. Typically, they 
provide a drafted letter for you to simply add your name 
and address and the letter automatically be sent to the 
appropriate person’s email. While each email may not be 
read by the congressperson, their aides often respond 
and always tally the opinions for the congressperson’s 
decision making.

These Action Centers provide this opportunity:

n  Anti-Defamation League 
www.adl.org/take-action

n  American Jewish Committee 
www.ajc.org/take-action

n  Union of Reform Judaism 
rac.org

n  Hadassah National Action Center 
p2a.co/i3TpOlR

n  World Jewish Congress 
www.worldjewishcongress.org/en/take-action

Chair Michael Cohen announces that Babra Nussbaum joins him 
as Co-Chair. Her vast experience and passion for Israel brings a 
special boost to the committee.

friends of israel
israel, zionism and its relationship to antisemitism
By Michael Cohen

barbara nussbaum becomes co-chair  
of the friends of israel, sljc committee

israel and fighting antisemitism:  
your personal advocacy is needed
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A famous Talmudic Sage, Rabbi Tarfon instructed 
us in the importance of community involvement 
and societal responsibilities by saying: “You are 
not obligated to complete the work, but neither 
are you free to abandon it.” The essence of 
what he was trying to teach is that we each have 
a responsibility to try to achieve the best for 
everyone by devoting some energy to serving our 
friends and neighbors, and in turn, ourselves.

How do we accomplish this and still have time for 
other pursuits? Quite simply by understanding that 
what is needed is a little bit here and a little bit 
there. We see this in so many ways right here in 
Sun Lakes. 

There is Neighbors Who Care, an organization 
born out of the love and caring that is represented 
in the Faith community. The Interfaith Council 
dared to dream of a community that shared its 
belief in God’s goodness by showing that we 
could, as a society, come together to ensure that 
kindness and concern were part of who we are 
and will always be. For this we owe a great deal of 
gratitude to the congregations, pastors, and rabbis 
who came together to instill in us the obligation of 
love as determined by scripture: “Love thy neighbor 
as thyself.”

And there is our congregation. We are a group of 
people who come from all corners of this great 
land and even some from distant shores. We come 
together to share a common interest and a common 
understanding of our faith. Our paths may differ, 
but the important aspect of our togetherness is the 
destination. We are committed to each other because 
we know that we share a common destiny as well. 

But for a congregation to survive it needs the 
involvement of its adherents. Not everyone is 
suited for service. Some of us are joiners but not 
doers. And that is fine because if everyone wanted 
to do something we would have to create things to 
do. No, we have plenty on our plate, we just need 
people to come forward to assist and relieve some 
of those who have always been “doing.” 

Congregations just like communities depend upon 
volunteers. Neighbors Who Care is successful 

because it has a multitude of committed people 
eager and ready to lend a hand where needed. Our 
congregation became a reality because devoted 
residents of Sun Lakes saw a need for Jewish 
continuity and formed what is now called the Sun 
Lakes Jewish Congregation. Some of those pioneers 
are still with us and we will always honor them. 
Those who are no longer with us are remembered 
on a plaque in the lobby of the All Faiths Chapel; 
their names forever enshrined in our memories. 

But just as our community involvement requires 
a commitment of time and service, so does our 
congregation. We need volunteers to come 
forward and help us continue to offer the kind of 
spiritual environment that has caused us to grow 
year after year. More than that, we have witnessed 
the resurgence of antisemitism on a scale not seen 
before. Now, more than ever, we need each other 
to ensure our continuity. Together we form a bond 
of collective survival. I truly am dismayed to learn 
of so many of our Jewish friends and neighbors 
who choose not to affiliate for whatever reason. It 
is necessary to be counted among those who need 
and want this congregation to flourish and survive. 

I see many faces at services, meet with so many for 
guidance and comfort, attend to the many in need 
of solace, and join with all who celebrate milestones 
and happy occasions. This is part of the journey of 
our lives together and the beginning of my twenty-
third year as your rabbi. Perhaps it is time to 
encourage our neighbors to be part of us, not just 
in times of need, but as a gesture of solidarity. 

So, yes, we are not required to complete the work, 
but neither are we excused from lending a hand to 
ensure that the work continues. 

Have a great summer. Come back refreshed and 
eager to join with us as we begin a New Year filled 
with all the dreams and desires that will continue to 
give us strength and resolve.

We are not closed for the summer, just going into 
a more relaxed atmosphere with Twilight Services 
starting in July, and continuing our resolve to remain 
vibrant and meaningful.  E

Community and Congregational Involvement
By Rabbi Irwin Wiener, D.D.
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summer celebrationssummer celebrations
JUNE ANNIVERSARIES — kol hakavod — to a many great years ahead together!

JULY ANNIVERSARIES — kol hakavod — to a many great years ahead together!

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES — kol hakavod — to a many great years ahead together!

  4	 Sheldon & Marilyn Raizes
11	 Mike & Roxanne Banta
12	 Jerry & Judy Walp
13	 Martin & Marilyn Winter
14	 Emiel & Dorothy Lopes Dias
14	 Sheldon & Barbara Silverman
15	 Ken & Yael Mesa

  4	 Joanne Schlosser
  7	 Michael & Mireille Kaplan

  7	 Foster Jr & Linda Goldman
  7	 Esteban & Yolanda Morales
10	 Ronald &  Jerri Siegel
12	 Robert & Gloria Howard

15	 Tom & Nancy Mohr
15	 Harvey & Rochelle Schwartz
16	 Wendy Feldman-Kerr &  

      Eric Kerr
17	 James & Marianne Mertzer
18	 David & Marjorie Levinson
20	 Daniel Marz

13	 Larry &  Susie Shapiro
22	 Robert & Linda Brooks

15	 Jim & Geri Gould
16	 Bruce & Barbara Nussbaum
18	 Barry & Nessa Memberg
19	 Jerry & Marlene Bernstein

JUNE BIRTHDAYS — mazel tov — another year older and another year wiser!

JULY BIRTHDAYS — mazel tov — another year older and another year wiser!

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS — mazel tov — another year older and another year wiser!

  2	 Foster Jr. Goldman
  3	 Robert Howard
  4	 Helen Bernstein  

     Abrams
  4	 Gail Cantor
  4	 Charles Gerson

  1	 Charlotte Currens
  2	 Neil Tamber
  6	 Suzanne Machbitz
  8	 Nancy Mohr
  8	 Judy	 Plafker
  9	 Marilyn Raizes

  4	 Anne Teplitsky
  5	 Arnie Henden
  7	 Mel Moss
  9	 Jeffrey Spear
  9	 Norma J. Owens
10	 Lois Garber
14	 Marilyn Behr

25	 Marilyn Winter
26	 Paula Herzstein
26	 Irwin Plafker
27	 Laura Fial

22	 Mark Mendelsohn
22	 Louis Lipchak
22	 Judy Wolin
25	 Stuart Weiner
28	 Alan Bloom

25	 Arthur Mundis
26	 Robin Minor
29	 Owen Fabert
30	 Jerry Walp

  6	 Dennis Novy
  7	 Linda Goldman
  7	 Marilyn Koss
11	 Arlean Levine
12	 Joan Berger
14	 Colette Goldstein

11	 Gail Scheck
12	 Sandor Lubisch
12	 Marcia Weiner
13	 Michael Cohen
13	 Deborah Israel
15	 Susan Cohen

14	 Geri Gould
14	 Emiel Lopes Dias
14	 Geoffrey Kaye
15	 Darrell Owens
15	 Barbara Kleiman
15	 Dorothy Lopes Dias
16	 Marcia Gurian

17	 Leonard Dolins
17	 Andrew Polesky 
19	 Esther Spear
21	 Michael Kaplan
23	 Rita Ginsberg
23	 Ronald Siegel

15	 Geoffrey Garber
16	 Harvey Fein
18	 Cyril Goodman
18	 Rita Solko
19	 Eileen Schwartz
20	 Noreen Nadler

17	 Yolanda Morales
19	 Ronda Polesky 
19	 Diane Zelinger
20	 Susan Kubrin
20	 Elliott Reiss
21	 Zale Asbell
21	 Sheryl Rockwell

20	 Louis & Kimberly Lipchak
25	 Gary & Karen Hasenfus
26	 Edd & Shirley Shalett
27	 Irwin & Judy Plafker
29	 Jeffery & Esther Spear
30	 Robert & Barbara Kleiman
30	 Andrew & Ronda Polesky

29	 Stephen & Carol Horowitz

23	 Zale & Judy Asbell
24	 Allan & Wende Levy
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sljc sisterhood
may recap: sisterhood installation & esther spear's jewish geneaolgy

Sisterhood Membership Dues Form (July 1, 2025 – June 30, 2026) 
NOTE: We do not share information with anyone. For Sisterhood use only. 

Name: ______________________________________________________________________  

Address: ____________________________________________________________________ 

E-mail: ______________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: ______________________________________________________________________ 

Birthday (month/day only): _______________________________________________________ 

Please send this form and a check for $30, payable to SLJC Sisterhood, to:  
Wendy Goldstein, 24031 S Lakeway Circle NW, Sun Lakes AZ 85248 


