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RABBI IRWIN WIENERS*D

Yes, Haman is alive and
well and still in Persia
(Iran). His sons are also
doing well (the Mulahs).
And the destruction of the
Jews is still at the top of
the list. Here it is Purim,
and we are faced with the
same tragic events that

: gave us the celebration of
this holiday. History is repeating itself even after 2500
years. It is like being brought back in time. The place is
the same, the players the same, the intention the same.
Will the results be the same? Where is Esther when you
need her?! Where is Mordecai?

Again, and again the platform of the United Nations,

the place designated to bring order out of chaos, is
desecrated. Civilization seems to have been put to sleep.
Men and women dressed in suits and ties and skirts and
dresses stand to applaud death and destruction.

| am reminded of Psalm eighty-three: “O God, keep
not your silence; Hold not your peace, and be not still,
O God. For lo, your enemies are in an uproar; and
they that hate you have lifted up their head. They hold
crafty converse against your people and take counsel
against your treasured ones. They have said: ‘Come and
let us cut them off from being a nation; that the name
of Israel may be no more in remembrance.” On and

on the Psalmist decries the torturous torment of the
Jewish people.

We seem to be helpless drifters in a world of hate and
indifference. Our path is strewn with mistrust and anger.
Our homes feel like prisons because we fear to move in
circles where we once felt secure. We are expected to
negotiate with barbarians and compromise and relent.
The world sits on the edge of its seat waiting for signs
and wonders from people with no such designs.

Israel teeters on the brink of annihilation expecting

a miracle to deliver it from the sword of Haman.
Hundreds of thousands were displaced when
indiscriminate rockets were sent into its cities.
Thousands died either on the battlefield or in their back
yards, which are also battlefields because civilian life

is no concern of murderers. We send leaflets to warn
people of impending disaster and it is greeted with killing
fields of children and women and the aged.

Haman Is Alive and Well!

The whole world is embarked on a perilous journey.

Do we stand and fight or run and hide? Do we allow
ourselves to be intimidated by threats and sacrifice our
hard-won freedoms by giving in to acts of cowardice
that cause us to change our understanding of life?

There is no place to hide, no place secure, no place
unreachable by those who would destroy the very fabric
of human endeavors.

When will we learn that only by the strength of our
convictions can we ever hope to maintain the dignity
we fought so hard to secure? Must we always repeat the
mistakes of the past to ensure the future? The world

is so small. We are all connected in some way to each
other. Oceans don'’t separate us. Languages don'’t inhibit
us. Cultures are thrown together and must learn to live
in the framework of togetherness.

| am also reminded of an essay written by Pastor
Neimoller during World War Two: “First, they came

for the Communists, and | didn’t speak up because |
wasn’t a Communist. Then they came for the Jews, and

| didn’t speak up because | wasn't a Jew. Then they came
for the Catholics, and | didn’t speak up because | was
Protestant. Then they came for me, and by that time
there was no one left to speak up for me.”

What does it take to make us realize that an act against
one is an act against all?

And what of God’s silence? Isaiah answered that
question most eloquently: “For as the Heavens are
higher than the Earth, so are My ways higher than your
ways and My thoughts higher than your thoughts.” We
can sit and judge but what are we judging? The answer
to God’s silence is in our silence and inaction. God

is not silent — we are deaf. Faith does not require an
understanding but rather our participation in what was
ordained from the beginning: To live together, to work
together, to be strong together, to act together. Maybe
then we can eliminate the evil that confronts us.

And perhaps as Psalm eighty-three ends, we too

will understand: “That they may know that it is You
alone whose name is the Lord, the Most High over all
the earth.”

Haman may be alive and well, but his fate is written in
sacred texts. md
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PASSOVER

. SEDE

SLJC 2025 PASSOVER SEDER

Sunday, April 13, 5-8 pm, Trilogy Community Ballroom

As we look forward to a 2025 shared with friends and family, it is not too soon to think about our upcoming
3rd annual combined seder with the Trilogy Chavurah on Sunday, April 13 from 5-8 pm in the Trilogy
Community Ballroom. Costs: Members $48/ Non-Members $60

You will have a choice of appetizer (chopped liver or gefilte fish). The main entrée will be brisket or chicken.
(You may choose a combination of both entrees if you prefer). We hope you will join us for great food,
friendship, and the continued coming together of our two communities as we honor the traditions of our
ancestors. We encourage you to invite friends from your community as a way to create a greater understanding
of our traditions. You may also bring your own wine and beverages if you prefer. The reservation deadline is
Tuesday, April 1.

Tables accommodate up to 8. This year we are again planning to mingle each group, four people from Trilogy
and four from SLJC. If you have a specific seating request, please make it at the time of your reservation. We
will do all possible to honor your requests. We will accommodate families sitting together. Questions? Please
contact Helene Zimmerman at (909) 229-6572 or hzman24@gmail.com.

Passover Seder Menu
Catered by Scott’s Generations, NY-style deli restaurant

B Gefilte Fish or Chopped Liver B Vegetables B Charoset
B Hard Boiled Eggs B Choice of Brisket or Chicken B Dessert
(can have both if desired)

B Matzoh Ball Soup
B Roasted Potatoes

B Passover Wine
B Matzoh

Passover Seder 2025 Reservation Form

Name:

# of people in your party:

Seating request:

Please circle choice of appetizer: gefilte fish or chopped liver
Please circle choice of entrée:  brisket | chicken | both

Please indicate choices of others in your party:

Please make checks payable to "SLJC and mail them to:
Helene Zimmerman, 4119 E. Appleby Drive, Gilbert, AZ 85298
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAG

SHELLY HENDEN

Congrats to the
Sisterhood for another
successful fundraiser
now known as “Games
Galore.”

Speaking of fundraisers,

many thanks to Shirley
Shalett for organizing the “Out to Dinner” at BJ’s last
month and more than 80 folks that joined us.

Let’s not forget about the Hale Theatre production
“Anything Goes” on March 22 at 3 pm. To make
reservations, call either Marcia Weiner at (480) 802-9455
or Shelly Schwartz at (480) 802-3608.

Also, with tax season upon us, don’t forget how you can
help the congregation as well as the JCC with the tax
credit available to us. See the information in this issue.

ADULT EDUCATION 202§

CONNECT WITH OTHERS IN
OUR CONGREGATION THROUGH
STUDY AND LEARNING

March 15, 10:15 AM, Chapel Center
The Lessons of Purim for Today: Survival, Pride
in Our ldentity, Strength in Time of Crisis

Purim is a joyous holiday that marks the Jewish
people's triumph over adversity. The holiday inspires
us to have courage in the face of adversity. We will
delve into the Megillah Esther like never before!
Enjoy a mini-Kiddush and socializing too.

Congratulations Are In Order

And, last but not least, “The Family Tree” production will
be presented the last weekend of March and the first
weekend of April. Come join us and LAFF along with us
and our Interfaith friends who again are participating. |
can assure you that you will have a good time laughing at
our singing and dancing.

Our service this month we will be honoring our
wonderful choir. They (as always) have something new to
sing for us.

April, we are again having our 3rd combined Passover
Seder with the Havurah from Trilogy. See the flyer in
this issue for more information as well as check email
blasts for this event and anything that you need to be
reminded about.

As always, | am only a phone call away.

Stay well and be safe if you are traveling. ag

We will also have a book exchange. Bring a
book (fiction or nonfiction) and go home with a
different book.

The Adult Education Committee looks forward
to welcoming you on March 15.
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LAFF presents the hilarious musical comedy,
“The Family Tree!"

What's the most humorous thing you ever heard
or seen! We guarantee that “THE FAMILY TREE”
Musical Comedy will be even FUNNIER, far
surpassing your wildest expectations! You'll LAFF
until you cry, so bring tissues and/or “Depends,”
whichever works best for you (or bring both)!

If you've ever researched your own family tree, you
might think you can anticipate what this zany, fun
musical comedy is about! Well, think again! Never
ever could you imagine the twists and turns this
convoluted plot takes and the SURPRISING and
life-altering consequences resulting from ancestry
research! Talk about surprises! You'll never guess
what happens. However, one hint is to expect the
unexpected. Be prepared to LAFF!

A group of over 30 of Sun Lakes’ most talented
actors, singers, and dancers will perform the hilarious
original musical comedy “The Family Tree” during the
last weekend in March and the first weekend in April
on stage at the Sun Lakes Country Club, presented
by the new interfaith creative arts group, LAFF
(Laughter and Friendship Forever).

Sponsored by the Sun Lakes Jewish Congregation,
our interfaith cast, representing most of the religious
organizations within Sun Lakes, has been laughing our
way through rehearsals. Our goal is to delight our
audiences by not only entertaining them with song
and dance, but especially by knowing that they are
LAFFing even louder and harder than the performers.

“The Family Tree” will definitely be the most unusual
and hysterically funny musical comedy you'll ever see.
It's truly an unparalleled and unique entertainment
experience.

If you loved our production last year of “A Deli Line,”
you'll go crazy over this year’s performances of “The
Family Tree.” There will be four performances:

B SATURDAY evening, MARCH 29 @7 pm
B SUNDAY afternoon, MARCH 30 @3 pm
B SATURDAY evening, APRIL 5 @7 pm; and
B SUNDAY afternoon, APRIL 6 @3 pm

Tickets are $20 per person and are available
either in-person through Sun Lakes Country
Club or online at ticketsource.us/slhoal. Come
LAFF with us! It’s an experience you’ll never
forget or regret!

‘-\.A’-’

"T He Faplily TTee”
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SLJC MEN'S CLUB

Next Event: Tuesdsay, March 11, 11:30 AM
Famous Dave's, Chandler

The Men's Club is meeting for lunch on Tuesday,
March 11 at 11:30 am at Famous Dave's on Frye Rd. just
outside of the Chandler Mall.

There will be a food collection for Matthew's Crossing
before the April 11 Shabbat service. Donations payable
to Matthew's Crossing Food Bank are also welcome;
they actually go further than our food donations! This
is a last opportunity to rid your home of chametz just
before Passover.

| st
PLEASE
| ponaTE HER

'Matthew’s
Crossing

FOOD BANK

Men’s Club Membership Dues Form (July 1, 2024 — June 30, 2025)
NOTE: We do not share information with anyone. For Men’s Club use only.

Name:

Address:

E-mail:

Phone:

Please send this form and a check for $30, payable to SLJC Men’s Club, to:
Marty Levine, 3805 E. County Down Drive, Chandler AZ 85249
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SLJC SISTERHOOD

Next Event: Monday, March 20, 1 pm, Chapel Center

The Sun Lakes Jewish Center Sisterhood will meet on
Thursday, March 20 at 1 pm in the Chapel Center.

Our guest speaker from the Minkoff Center for Jewish
Genetics and the ASU Master's program will present a

program about your genes. Topics that will be covered \

include learning the pros and cons of over-the-counter | MINKOFF CENTER
DNA kits, learning about advances in gene therapy FORJ EWI S H
to help treat Tay-Sachs and other genetic disorders

prevalent in Jews, and exploring the medical advances ' GEN ETICS
made possible since genetic testing has become more

commonplace. Find out what CRISPR is. Hint: It's not for
your salad!

Thank you to all the participants at Games Galore last
month. Our annual fundraiser was a huge success. We
also thank all those who donated gift baskets, restaurant
gift cards, baked goods, and other prizes. The members
of the Games Galore committee and the Sisterhood
Board members did an outstanding job!

1 xf‘( ’ o ‘
v Wom

Sisterhood Membership Dues Form (July 1, 2024 — June 30, 2025)
NOTE: We do not share information with anyone. For Sisterhood use only.

Name:

Address:

E-mail:

Phone:

Birthday (month/day only): -

Please send this form and a check for $30, payable to SLJC Sisterhood, to:
Wendy Goldstein, 24031 S Lakeway Circle NW, Sun Lakes AZ 85248
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LONE SOLDIER PROJECT

BY THE NUMBERS IN 2024 — THE MICHAEL LEVIN MEMORIAL LONE SOLDIER CENTER

Lone Soldier

Project

The East Valley JCC contributes to Shabbat and holiday
observance and meals at the Center. We are proud of

the role we play in this massive effort to support Lone

Soldiers during wartime! Want to help? Call Michael at
(480) 895-4660.

Here's what has been accomplished:

Community

B Opened a new center in Tel Aviv, conveniently located
near the train station and Azrieli Towers.

B Hosted over 1,500 soldiers at our events throughout
the year.

B Served more than 30,000 warm meals during Shabbat
and the holidays.

Counseling & Support

B Welcomed 460 new soldiers, including Olim (new
immigrants) and Israeli-born individuals.

B Managed 1,183 cases — a 30% increase compared
to 2023.

B Facilitated extended psychological treatment for
40 soldiers.

B Provided over 80,000 shekels in financial assistance to
active and veteran soldiers.

B Awarded 21 educational scholarships.

B Distributed 7,000 items of personal equipment,
including warm clothing, hygiene kits, first aid kits,
and backpacks.

B |ssued 200 gift cards (valued at over 70,000 shekels) for
Rosh Hashanah meals.

Housing

B Provided six Lone Soldier Center houses that provide
housing for 116 soldiers.

B Upgraded facilities with new furniture, air conditioners,
and improved showers.

B Awarded over 60 scholarships to reserve soldiers to
assist with living expenses

SOMETHING YOU MIGHT NOT KNOW

MELISSA RAUCH By Murray Siegel

If you watched The Big Bang Theory or currently watch
the revival of Night Court, then you know who Melissa
Rauch is. What you might not know is that Melissa was
raised in a Jewish family that left New York City and
settled in Marlboro Township, New Jersey. She had an
early interest in acting and comedy. The theme of her
Bat Mitzvah was “Melissa’s Comedy Club.”

After graduating from Marymount Manhattan College
in 2002, Melissa started getting roles on various
television shows and performing in stage comedies. Her
big break came when she was selected to have a guest
role on The Big Bang Theory; her character, Bernadette
Rostenkowski-Wolowitz, was a hit and she became a
regular member of the cast.

Since 2023, she has starred on Night Court as Judge

Abby Stone. Melissa is also the executive producer of
the show. She is married to Winston Beigel, a writer,
and they have a son and a daughter.
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FRIENDS OF ISRAEL

BARBARA NUSSBAUM
BECOMES CO-CHAIR OF
THE FRIENDS OF ISRAEL,
SLJC COMMITTEES

Chair Michael Cohen announces that Barbara Nussbaum joins him as Co-Chair. Her vast experience and passion for

Israel brings a special boost to the committee.

Israel and Fighting Antisemitism Needs
Your Personal Advocacy

B While many of us feel unable to impact on public
policy and corporate decision making, we, in fact, are
quite powerful when collectively expressing our opinions
to public and private national leaders.

B Various organization have made it quite simple

to express our opinions to our congressional
representatives and executive leaders. Typically, they
provide a drafted letter for you to simply add your name
and address and the letter automatically be sent to the
appropriate person’s email. While each email may not be
read by the congressperson, their aides often respond
and always tally the opinions for the congressperson’s
decision making.

These Action Centers Provide This
Opportunity:

B Anti-Defamation League:
adl.org/take-action

B American Jewish Committee:
ajc.org/take-action

B Union of Reform Judaism:
rac.org

B Hadassah National Action Center:
p2a.co/i3TpOIR

B World Jewish Congress:
worldjewishcongress.org/en/take-action

| STAND
WITH
ISRAEL

AJC

American Jewish
Committee
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CONTRIBUTIONS

Sun Lakes Jewish Congregation gratefully acknowledges the following contributions made in honor or memory of a
special person or event. If you would like to make a contribution, please use the donation form on the opposite page.

MUSIC FUND

In honor of Cantor Ronda
Poleski on the birth of
grandson Asher Azkai
by Judy Elias

In memory of Samuel
Dolins
by Leonard Dolins

SILVERMAN FUND
Get well wishes for
Marilyn Behr
by Diane Zelinger
Get well wishes for Ronald
Codkind
by Diane Zelinger

YAHRZEIT FUND

In memory of Irving Karp
by Sherry Karp

In memory of Yetta
Weintraub
by Margie White

In memory of Woody
Fabert
by Owen Fabert

In memory of Barnett
Levenson
by Owen Fabert

In memory of Norma Klein
by Wendy Goldstein

In memory of Charles Clift
by Owen and Carol Fabert

In memory of Lynne Stone,
by Robert Stone

In memory of Dorothy
Stone
by Robert Stone

In memory of Morris
Stone
by Robert Stone

In memory of L.V. Owens
by Darrell Owens

In memory of Benjamin
Fischer
by Elaine Zolty

In memory of Seymour
Zolty
by Elaine Zolty

In memory of Sol
Tanenzapf
by Rita Tanen

In memory of Gittel
Nelson
by Gail Dante

In memory of Andrew
Krauss
by Carolyn Cesario

In memory of Samuel
Dolins
by Leonard Dolins

In memory of Marilyn
Russell
by Gail Dante

In memory of John Elias
by Judy Elias

In memory of Ida Brodsky
by Lori Mangel

In memory of William
Buchsbaum
by Charlotte Currens

In memory of Marjorie
Buschsbaum
by Charlotte Currens
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In memory of Samuel
Miller
by Eleanor Miller

In memory of Gail Moss
by Mel Moss

In memory of Cydney Wax
by Diane Zelinger

In memory of Eleanor
Raffeld
by Diane Zelinger

In memory of Maishe
Levitan
by Roberta Levitan

In memory of Gerhard
Muenzer
by Ruth Muenzer

In memory of Sheldon Joel
Kaplan
by Robert A. Kaplan

In memory of Isabel Levy
by Charles Gerson

In memory of Louis Cohen
by Gail Dante

In memory of Louis
Israelton
by Francine Miller

In memory of Lois Mundt
by Mel Moss

In memory of Lillian
Rossini
by Victoria Gindick

In memory of Leon Rossini
by Victoria Gindick

In memory of Betty
Ginsberg
by Barbara Silverman

In memory of Mitchell
Rabstein
by Rita Ginsberg

In memory of Ann
Rabstein
by Rita Ginsberg

In memory of Hyman
Ginsburg
by Joyce Spartanos

In memory of Marcia Bram
by Melvyn Bram

In memory of Anne
Sommer Tamber
by Neil Tamber

In memory of Barbara
Goldstein
by Alex Goldstein

In memory of Norman
Goldstein
by Alex Goldstein

In memory of Sidney Klein
by Alex Goldstein

In memory of Sheldon
Biales
by Carol Biales

In memory of Ida Goldberg
by Carol Biales

In memory of Sarah
Weinberg
by Judy & Irwin Plafker



COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD

In my 75th year, I remember,
honor, and express my
gratitude to my parents who
gave me life. Thank you,
Rabbi Wiener and Sun Lakes
Jewish Congregation, for

this opportunity to donate to
our temple.

I want to thank SIJC for the calls,
texts, flowers, food, contributions,
and visitation as I recover from my
recent total knee replacement. I'm so

appreciative and thankful that I have
so many people that care.

Sincerely,

_Victoria Gindick Marilyn Behr

Note: The correct phone number for SLJC sends get well wishes to Sander

Frindell and Ron Codkind, both of

whom are in rehab centers.

Ellen Fineberg is (480) 266-9627.

Please submit Bulletin Board posting requests to Geri Gould.at gerijim@hotmail.com

S LJ C DOnatiOn FO m (please print clearly)

Fund: U Chapel O Family Fund @ Music d Oneg QO Silverman U General

Marjorie Levinson, 9533 E Sundune Drive, Sun Lakes, AZ 85248

Please make checks payable to SLJC.
*Minimum donation of $10 per person being remembered/honored.
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