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RABBI IRWIN WIENERS*D

This month we will
commemorate the 77th
anniversary of the founding
of the State of Israel. It was
a crowning moment in our
history. From the ashes

of the Holocaust, we saw
the re-birth of our people.
After more than two
thousand years we were
finally able to live our lives in the land so long neglected
because of dispersion. Nowhere in recorded history will
you find a people so dedicated, so devoted and so loyal
to an idea and a land.

“If | forget thee O’ Jerusalem...,” the people of Israel
bemoan their treasured city of Peace. Remember, if
you will, the Passover Seder, just celebrated and the
last words uttered — they are the same. Centuries of
pogroms, destruction and isolation never caused us
to abandon our dream of the return to Zion. We are
connected to that land now and forever.

We will also celebrate the holiday of Mother’s Day. It is
a time to remember the women who gave us life, who
nurtured us, who lifted our spirits and encouraged us as
we journeyed from childhood to maturity.

Perhaps we remember a smile, a laugh, a meal. Perhaps
we think about a hug, a kiss, a small voice whispering
sweetness in our ears. Perhaps we wish that time
could be reversed so that we could, once more, tell
her how much we appreciated her support when we
fell and strong arm that reached out to lift us to a
brighter tomorrow.

A Time to Celebrate and Commemorate

We will also pay tribute to the men and women who
proudly wear the uniform of military service. Many
things can and should be said in memory of all who
sacrificed so much in the cause of human dignity and
freedom. Memorial Day was designated not only to
remember but also to commemorate the dedication of
those who follow the traditions of service to country,
and commitment to the honor and glory of our

great country.

AND we will present to the congregation two members
who together will offer us a milestone in our journey of
spiritual connection: Lana Oyer, our distinguished and
celebrated Choir Director, will become a Bat Mitzvah.
Lana never had the opportunity for this ritual and will
now fulfill her commitment to the tradition of being
called to the Torah and offering prayers dedicated

to this lifetime desire. Len Dolins, a member of our
choir and the Budget Director of the congregation, will
celebrate the milestone of a second Bar Mitzvah which
is traditionally part of the journey into the next phase of
religious commitment.

Both Lana and Len will participate in many ways

during our Shabbat service and will be accompanied by
members of their families who will travel great distances
to witness these achievements. | encourage everyone to
participate with them and our congregation as we extend
our heartfelt congratulations.

May will certainly be welcomed into our collective
memories as we gather to remember the past and pay
tribute to the future. ad
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A MESSAGE FROM THE CHAPEL CENTER BOARD

WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT

We are writing to ask our fellow congregants to
financially support us in the continuation of upgrading
the Sun Lakes Chapel and Chapel Center. Your donation
will go toward making the kitchen facility more
accessible and safer for users. Our community uses the
facility for religious, secular and inter-faith events that
we all enjoy and from which we benefit.

Your gift, along with contributions from members of the
other congregations sharing the facilities as well as the
greater community, would be an invaluable asset to our
project and would help us to achieve our total goal. You
have an opportunity to make a meaningful gift and there
is a potential tax benefit for you because the Sun Lakes
Chapel is an approved 501(c) (3) nonprofit organization.
Your gift would play a critical role in promoting a sense
of community, friendship, and camaraderie in a safe and
accessible place.

No one makes a greater error than not acting

because you can only give a little. VWWe appreciate any
consideration of our request and hope you will act on it.
Consider a donation to honor, celebrate, or remember a
special person or event in your life. For whatever reason,
your donation will be woven into our community and
greatly appreciated.

If you have any questions or need further information,
please do not hesitate to write tobarbara374@cox.net.

If you would like to donate by check, please make it
payable to "Sun Lakes Chapel" and send it to Sun Lakes
Chapel, 9240 E. Sun Lakes Blvd., Sun Lakes, AZ 85248.

Thank you for your generosity and support.

SOMETHING YOU MIGHT NOT KNOW

PRESERVING MONTICELLO By Murray Siegel

July 4, 1826, was the 50th anniversary of the Declaration of
Independence, and the day that both John Adams and Thomas Jefferson
(and also John Adams) died. Jefferson left his heir with a mountain of
debt and to pay off that debt, Jefferson’s possessions and his estate,
Monticello, were sold. By 1834, Monticello was deteriorating. A Jewish
family that had lived in America for five generations purchased the estate

and revived its glory.

The Levy’s, a Sephardic family who had landed in Savannah, Georgia in
the 1700s, revived Monticello to honor Jefferson for bringing freedom of
religion to the new nation. The most prominent Levy was Uriah P. Levy,
the first Jewish American to attain the rank of Admiral in the U.S. Navy.
His actual rank was Commodore, which is equivalent to Rear Admiral in
today’s Navy. Uriah is credited with ending the practice of flogging as a

punishment in the U.S. Navy.

However, at the outbreak of the Civil War, the Confederate
government seized Monticello and once again it was allowed to become
rundown. Uriah died in 1862, but his heirs obtained Monticello after the
war, and, once again, revived the estate. Eventually, the Thomas Jefferson
Foundation purchased the property, and they still operate the estate
today, allowing visitors to marvel at the ingenuity of our third president
who used technology to improve living in the early 19th century.
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PRESIDENT’'S MESSAGE

SHELLY HENDEN

Summer has hit us

and many of you will

be heading to cooler
climates. Therefore |
wish you safe travels,
and come back to us
well-rested and ready
for another wonderful year with special events and most
of all our beautiful High Holiday services.

Speaking of services, our service in April was one that
will be talked about for quite awhile. For those of you
that were unable to attend, here’s what you missed.
The service started off with our choir joined by the
choir from the Sun Lakes Community Church singing
a beautiful rendition of “Look at the World.” It was
both heartwarming and moving. What a way to begin
the service!

In addition, prior to the start of the Yom Ha Shoah
Service, we were enchanted with the violin by our guest
Rebecca Ray. We were then treated by a sermon from

SLJC RESTAURANT FUNDRAISERS

On behalf of the Sun Lakes Jewish Congregation, |

we would like to thank all those that participated in

the restaurant fundraisers this year. We had 70 to 90
participants come out and eat at the three different
restaurants that were chosen. | am hoping to host more

dine-out fundraisers again next year. Watch for the flyers.

If you have any questions or ideas, please contact Shirley
at (480) 329-9368.

Summer Is Coming

our special guest, Pastor Mitch McDonald of the SLCC.
Rabbi Wiener then presented Pastor McDonald with a
gift of Judaic art.

As you know each month we are greeted by members
of the Sun Lakes Community Church. On Easter Sunday
members of the Board of Directors of our congregation
greeted their congregants as they entered the Chapel for
their special Easter Service.

The month of May brings to us another special service,
at which time we will be witnessing the B’nei Mitzvah of
our Choir Director Lana Oyer and long-time member
Len Dolins.

Please SAVE THE DATE for August 29. More
information will be forthcoming.

Happy Mother’s Day!

| will be attending my grandson’s college graduation in
May, so | will see you all in June for our monthly service
— a Healing Service. ag

. TRy
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Israel: A Nation and its People: Part 3

Israel, Zionism & Anti-Semitism:
Understanding the Connection and Advocacy Strategies
Speaker: Jake Bennett, Director of Government Affairs,
Israeli-American Council

Sunday, May 4, 2025 -1p.m.

Israel and Zionism as a focus of Anti-Semitism in the United
States. What are the best strategies to fight this phenomenon?
What are the best ways to advocate for and support Israel at this
moment in its history? Discussion will be encouraged.

Jake Bennett advocates to policymakers nationally on behalf of
the Israeli-American and pro-Israel communities, ensuring their
voices are heard on a range of issues at all governmental levels.
He is a combat Lone Soldier veteran of IDF special forces, where
he served from 1999-2001, during the Second Intifada. He is a
knowledgeable and passionate supporter of Israel.

Registration required by April 30 to barbara374@cox.net

(Please indicate number of attendees.)
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Location: Sun Lakes (Address will be sent after registration)
Questions? Email israelsunlakes@gmail.com
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CONGRATULATIONS & MANY THANKS

By Carol Horowitz

Thanks to the dedication and collaborative efforts
of the ENTIRE CAST, our musical comedy “THE
FAMILY TREE" accomplished all its goals.

First and foremost, the primary goal of LAFF
(Laughter and Friendship Forever) was to present
opportunities to build interfaith appreciation and
understanding among faiths, and, in the process,
to use laughter and the creative arts to develop
true camaraderie and lasting friendships. That we
certainly did!

The hours spent in rehearsals not only benefitted
our performances, but we literally howled with
laughter together, discovered our commonalities and
celebrated our differences, and just plain enjoyed our
time together. Cultural and background differences
dissolved as we blended into one cohesive group. As
we transformed into our character roles in the play,
we became one huge family.

Our non-Jewish cast members who represented
most of the churches and religious organizations
within Sun Lakes (and even congregations as far
away as Tempe), comprised about one-third of
our cast! If you count the number of spouses who
helped us put up and strike down the stage set,

sell tickets, transport the play items, including the
electronic equipment and borrowed keyboard, the
number participating who are of other faiths grows
even higher.

As a fundraiser, we were also quite successful,
although we learned that here in Sun Lakes,
afternoon tickets are the most popular and sell out
the quickest.

As an avenue for seniors to accomplish goals on
their personal bucket list, we also were extremely
successful, giving many of the cast members
opportunities to explore their hidden talents or
to do what they’d always dreamt about but never
tried before. Although this was truly an ensemble

endeavor, and as such, it wasn’t intended to have
“stand-out” stars, there were many cast members
who did an outstanding job to overcome stage
fears and to develop new talents and improve
existing skills.

From our actors to our singers and dancers to

our backstage crew, we worked as an incredible
team, supporting each other, making collaborative
suggestions to spur creative thinking to new heights,
and to share ways for us (and our audiences) to
laugh even harder.

Keeping the basic premise behind LAFF in focus,

the PROCESS for this type of endeavor is far more
important than the actual PRODUCT. After all, we're
here for fun and laughs, not Broadway perfection.
We promised to make our audiences laugh, and

it was very heartwarming to hear them roar with
laughter during each of our performances.

Our interfaith partners have all begged for us to
again perform a show together in the future. To
that regard, we've found by trial and error that
attempting a full-scale musical comedy may have
been a bit ambitious for both cast and audiences of
this senior population. So, for future performances,
we are considering a return to the simplicity of last
year’s very successful production of “A Deli Line,”
and have an even funnier one-act, one-hour original
musical comedy already in mind.

Most of all, “The Family Tree” was an amazing
experience for all the cast and crew. Steve and |
hope our cast and audiences all stay healthy to again
share laughter together and keep the momentum of
interfaith camaraderie moving forward. Steve joins
me in saying a heartfelt thanks to all.

Keep believing in LAFF!

See the next two pages for snapshots taken during
the show!
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