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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2
3 pm: SLJC 
Choir Practice

3
3 pm: SLJC 
Choir Practice

4
3 pm: SLJC 
Choir Practice

5 6

7
10 am:  
Devorah 
Hadassah Board 
Meeting (Zoom)
10:30 am: 
Men's Club 
Brunch 
(Chompie's)

8 9
9:30 am: 
Sisterhood 
Board Meeting
3 pm: SLJC 
Choir Practice

10
1:30 pm:  
Devorah Literary 
Ladies (Zoom)
3 pm: SLJC 
Choir Practice

11 12
7-9 pm: Erev 
Shabbat & 
S'lichot Service

13

14 15 16 17
10:30 am:  
Devorah 
Hadassah 
General Meeting; 
followed by out 
to lunch (EVJCC)

18 19 20

21
9:30 am: 
JWV Meeting 
(Oakwood 
Country Club)
10 am:  
Devorah 
Hadassah Board 
Meeting

22 erev rosh 
hashanah
7 pm:  
Erev Rosh 
Hashanah 
Service

23 rosh 
hashanah
10 am:  
Rosh Hashanah 
Morning 
Service

24 25 26 27

28 29 30

All meetings are held All meetings are held 
in the Chapel Center in the Chapel Center 

unless otherwise noted.unless otherwise noted.
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One giant step for 
mankind.” Perhaps you, 
too, were awestruck by the 
amazing contribution to 
the understanding of our 
universe with the landing 
of humans on the moon. 
Growing up we would 
read and watch efforts to 
imagine what was in the 

heavens allowing us to find God. Early T.V. contributed to 
our imaginations as scientists attempted to produce the 
wherewithal to accomplish what was considered impossible. 

Fast forward to today and all the marvels we have 
witnessed and continue to observe as humankind 
endeavors to make sense of who we are and what 
value and purpose we expound in the eternal quest 
for knowledge.

So, let’s evaluate our giant steps. 

To begin, we know through historic writings that man is 
determined to destroy, only to rebuild. We have learned 
throughout history that hate is the one ingredient over 
which we have no control because we find comfort in 
hating as it camouflages our desire to dominate.

Religion of any form attempts to control our impulse to 
find fault with those who differ. However, faith can do 
many things, but only if we allow its influences to dictate 
responsible behavior one to the other. Just as there are 
many different approaches to achieve understanding 
and observance, so too there are differences in our 
interpretation, and those who are chosen to lead find 
different meanings in the same sentences or paragraphs of 
spiritual writings. 

It seems that as we make giant steps toward connection 
through all the diversity, we still can’t continue that 
magnificent leap because of prejudices. Time after time we 
are taught that love is the gift of our Creator, and yet we 
forget as fast as we remember. 

Scripture endeavors to emphasize the need for us to follow 
the development of our creation so that the harmony of 
heaven can be duplicated here on earth. Even the most 
trying of circumstances found in Scripture eventually 
concludes that only through understanding can we learn to 
tolerate. The giant step humanity embarks upon can only 

contribute to our collective needs and responsibilities if we 
continually take that step further and further. 

One of the lesser Prophets, Micah, concludes in a 
memorable phrase the summation of the needs and wants 
of all of us: “What is it that God expects of us? To do justly, 
to love mercy and walk humbly with God.” In this statement, 
regardless of varying faiths and interpretations, we discover 
the only truth that can and should bring us together. 

To do justly reminds us that we have an obligation as 
sojourners to attempt to be fair in our dealings with one 
another, whether in commerce or faith. To love mercy is 
the cry for compassion and understanding. When one of us 
is hurt, we all feel the pain. When someone cries out for 
help, we are there to lift those who fall. To walk humbly 
with God is to realize that God created each of us and 
loves each of us regardless of anything we may feel or do. 
God’s love is unconditional and should set the example for 
all of us to follow. 

Six decades ago, we took that one giant step for man, and 
now, perhaps it is time for us to take the next step, and 
then the next step, into the bliss of loving one another —
the one giant step for mankind’s desire to be at peace with 
one another. 

As we approach the season of introspection and forgiveness, 
perhaps we should also remember that the expectations we 
wish for can only be realized with sincerity of purpose. We 
also remember, at this time, the men, women, and children 
who perished in the atrocities of 9/11. The hate-filled anger 
that produced this tragic event in our history should be a 
reminder that we have taken many giant steps in our desire 
for peace, but somehow, we take more steps back and 
resort to our baser instincts which have disastrous effects. 

Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur afford us the opportunity 
to remember to not repeat those things that cause pain. 
These holidays should and could be the beginning of a 
new chapter in our lives as we continue to take giant steps 
forward for survival and fulfillment. 

Together, let us usher in a new chapter in our lives. 
Together, let us marvel at our endurance. Together, let 
us pray for the acceptance of what the Prophet Micah 
instructed us: “To do justly, love mercy, and walk humbly 
with God.” 

Shanah Tovah — Happy New Year!  E

rabbi irwin wiener, d.d.rabbi irwin wiener, d.d.
"One Small Step for Man...
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The Sun Lakes Chapel Board has been carefully fixing 
and improving the utility and looks of the Chapel and 
Chapel Center and we would like to continue. The 
oversight of the Chapel Center is an organization with 
501(c)(3) designation. Therefore, a donation can be tax 
deductible. There have been no assessments, but only 
gifts given because you and others love worshipping and 
the fellowship with others at the Sun Lakes Chapel.                     

The Chapel Board has remodeled the kitchen in the 
Chapel Center. We added new flooring, painting, new 
front door panels, and sound panels.  The Sun Lakes 

Garden Club and Chapel Board remodeled the front 
courtyard. We installed new pavers.

All these projects take funds. This is where you can help 
by talking to others in the community, seeking donations 
to enhance the Sun Lakes Chapel and Chapel Center.  If 
you would like to donate, please make checks payable to 
Sun Lakes Chapel and send to Sun Lakes Chapel, 9240 E. 
Sun Lakes Blvd., Sun Lakes, AZ 85248.

Thank you for your support!

a message from the chapel center board
we need your support

HIGH HOLY DAYS 2025 WITH SLJC
n  S'lichot & Erev Shabbat Service | September 12 | 7 pm 
Shabbat Service introducing the New Year will feature 
special S’lichot prayers and commemoration of the 
tragedy that occurred on September 11, 2001. As this 
begins our High Holidays celebration, we urge everyone 
to be with us on this special evening.

Rosh Hashanah
n  Erev Rosh Hashanah | September 22 | 7 pm 
We will usher in the New Year 5786 with traditional 
hymns and prayers designed to segue us into the joy and 
solemnity of the Rosh Hashanah season.

n  Rosh Hashanah Day | September 23 | 10 am 
The continuation of the Rosh Hashanah holiday with 
special readings and Torah selections, with full participation 
of those in attendance. The shofar will be sounded.

At all of the services above, we will continue to be 
enthralled by renditions by our Cantor Ronda, together 
with our magnificent choir under the direction of our 
music director, Lana Oyer.

 

Yom Kippur
n  Kol Nidre | October 1 | 7 pm 
The onset of the solemn moment when the haunting 
rendition of the Kol Nidrei prayer will usher us into a 
feeling of awesomeness this prayer signifies. Generation 
after generation of the Jewish people have understood 
that on this evening, we begin the process of looking 
inward to achieve a greater awareness of who we are and 
what God expects of us.

n  Yom Kippur | October 2 | 10 am 
The continuation of the solemnity of the day. After a 
short break at Noon, we will gather at: 

2 pm: Session with the Rabbi to ask and receive answers 
to questions concerning every aspect of the holidays 
and more.

3 pm: Mincha service

4 pm:  Yizkor service with memorial prayers for relatives 
and friends we wish to remember.

5 pm: Neilah service to end the Yom Kippur experience 
and including the sounding of the shofar, marking 
the beginning of a New Year filled with gladness 
and celebration.
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T’shuvah, Tefillah, Tzedakah.

On Kol Nidre, cantors have 
a dedicated melodic piece 
that puts the three themes 
of t’shuvah, t’fillah and 
tzedakah to melody.  

Repentance, prayer and 
charity (the cantor sings) 

sweeten God’s bitter decree. Far from being a mere 
ritual slogan, these three spiritual pillars reflect an ancient 
Torah mandate, enriched by centuries of mystical teaching, 
that guides the soul toward repair, alignment, and divine 
intimacy. This is an empowering idea that helps us reflect 
on our behavior, creates connection to the Divine and 
effects positive changes in our community and the world.

1. T’shuvah — Returning to the Source

Torah Foundations: In the Torah, t’shuvah is not simply 
“repentance” but return. The Book of Deuteronomy 
(30:2) urges: “And you shall return to the Lord your God 
and obey God’s voice…” This is a call to return to the 
covenantal relationship, to realign with the Divine will.

Mystical Dimension: The Zohar teaches that t’shuvah is 
a process of restoring the broken flow between the lower 
and higher worlds. The Hebrew letters of t’shuvah can 
be read as tashuv hei — “returning the hei,” a reference 
to restoring the final letter of the Divine Name (Yod-
Heh-Vav-Heh) to its rightful harmony. In Kabbalah, sin is 
understood as a rupture in the cosmic channels; t’shuvah 
repairs the breach, bringing light back into the vessels.

2. T’fillah — The Ladder of the Soul

Torah Foundations:The patriarchs modeled prayer as 
intimate dialogue with God. Abraham rose early to pray 
(Genesis 19:27), Isaac went out to meditate in the fields 
(Genesis 24:63), and Jacob dreamt of the ladder reaching to 
heaven (Genesis 28:12). The Torah frames prayer as service 
of the heart (avodah shebalev).

Mystical Dimension: In the Hasidic and Lurianic traditions, 
t’fillah is a spiritual ladder, each blessing ascending worlds 
— Asiyah (Action), Yetzirah (Formation), Beriah (Creation), 

and Atzilut (Emanation). Concentration (kavanah) serves 
as the engine of ascent, drawing divine flow downward 
even as the soul rises upward. In this mystical framework, 
prayer is not merely supplication — it is a cosmic act 
of union (yichud) between the divine masculine and 
feminine aspects.

3. Tzedakah — The Flow of Divine Abundance

Torah Foundations: The Torah repeatedly commands 
generosity: “You shall surely open your hand to your 
brother…” (Deuteronomy 15:8). Unlike voluntary charity, 
tzedakah is an act of justice (tzedek)--restoring balance in 
creation by sharing the resources entrusted to us.

Mystical Dimension: In Kabbalistic thought, giving 
tzedakah channels divine shefa (abundance) from the 
infinite (Ein Sof) into the finite world. The Zohar likens the 
giver to a “partner with the Holy One in creation,” as the 
act of giving awakens chesed (lovingkindness) in the upper 
worlds. It is taught that tzedakah sweetens harsh decrees 
by transforming the divine attribute of judgment (din) into 
mercy (rachamim).

The Interwoven Path

T’shuvah repairs the past and restores divine 
harmony. T’fillah elevates the soul and unites it with its 
source. Tzedakah draws divine kindness into the world and 
anchors holiness in physical reality.

Mystically, these three are not separate practices but 
a braided cord. T’shuvah cleanses the channels, t’fillah 
opens them upward, and tzedakah draws blessing down. 
Together, they realign the human being with the divine 
flow — averting harshness not through magic, but by 
restoring balance to the cosmos.

May the Divine Flow that animates us all be a source of 
strength as we enter this holy season. It is my deep hope 
that you will build an interwoven path for yourself by 
which you may enter the Gates of Repentance with a sense 
of preparedness and an open heart.  E

cantor ronda poleskycantor ronda polesky
Cantor's Notes
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  SLJC Break-The-Fast  
Thursday, October 2, 2025 | DOORS open at 5 pm | Oakwood Country Club. Ballroom C  

Menu: 

• Lox and bagels, including cream cheese, tomatoes, onions and cucumbers. 
• White Albacore tuna salad 
• Egg salad 
• Mini Danish assorted rolls 
• Crepes and sour cream 
• Beverages - coffee, tea, water, and iced tea 

 
Cost: $29 per person; children under age 3 are free. 
To make your reservation by Monday, September 15, please make check payable to SLJC and mail 
along with the form below to:  

Wendy Goldstein, 24031 S Lakeway Circle NW, Sun Lakes, AZ 85248  

For more information, please contact Wendy at (480) 584-5909. 

REGISTRATION FORM  

Names of Attendees: 

1. ______________________________ 5. _______________________________ 

2. ______________________________ 6. _______________________________ 

3. ______________________________ 7. _______________________________ 

4. ______________________________ 8. _______________________________ 

 
Number of Children Under age 3 (no charge): _______   

 
Names of people you wish to sit with (only 8 at a table): 

 

Your contact phone #: ____________________________  
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presidentpresident’’s messages message
shelly hendenshelly henden

Welcome back to all 
that fled the heat. I now 
appreciate those of you 
that have withstood 
these brutal summers!!

I want to thank all of 
you for the prayers, 

cards, calls, visits and offers to lend a hand. They got me, 
and especially Arnie, through this nightmare. We see the 
light at the end of the tunnel, and it is very bright as he is 
home and recovering.

Now on to business: We will be having our regular 
Friday night service on September 12 at the usual time 

of 7 pm.

This month also is the start of the New Year with our 
Rosh Hashanah Services followed by Yom Kippur in 
October. You will find the schedule for the services 
in this issue. Remember, paid membership dues are 
necessary to enjoy our as always outstanding High 
Holiday services. We again will not be mailing tickets — 
just check in at the door as you enter.

As I always sound like a broken record, read your Shpiel 
and your eblasts. They will keep you informed about the 
activities and news of our various organizations.

Wishing you a happy and a healthy New Year.  E

A Happy and Healthy New Year

adult education 2025 
a new year of experimentations
The Cantor and Rabbi will offer opportunities to 
experience Shabbat morning services and study. These 
two Shabbat services in October and December will be 
evaluated for participation to ensure their continuation  
and will take place, to start, in the Chapel Center.  
Please save the dates to join us:

OCTOBER 2025

October 4 | 10:30-11:30 am 
The Origins and Traditions of Sukkot

October 25 | 10:30-11:30 am 
Shabbat Morning Service –  
Torah portion understanding

December 2025

December 6 | 10:30-11:30 am 
The origins and traditions of Hanukkah:  
Why the Books of the Maccabees are not 
included in the Canon of Jewish Holy Books

December 27 | 10:30-11:30 am 
Shabbat Morning Service –  
Torah portion understanding
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Men’s Club Membership Dues Form (July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025) 
NOTE: We do not share information with anyone. For Men’s Club use only. 

Name: ______________________________________________________________________  

Address: ____________________________________________________________________ 

E-mail: ______________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: ______________________________________________________________________ 

Please send this form and a check for $30, payable to SLJC Men’s Club, to: 
Marty Levine, 3805 E. County Down Drive, Chandler AZ 85249 

sljc men's club
Upcoming Meeting: Sunday, September 7, 11 am, Chompie's

The SLJC Men’s Club will be having their Kick Off Breakfast 
on Sunday, September 7 at 11 am at Chompie’s across 
from Chandler Mall. The event is free for paid-up members. 
New members are also welcome. Dues may be paid in 
advance with the form below or may be paid by check at 
the breakfast.

The Men’s Club hosts events throughout the year that include 
luncheons, field trips, and sporting events. They also hold 
food drives before services and donate to the SLJC Marty 
Silverman Fund in memory of Sy and Edie Evans.

The first food drive of the season for Matthews Crossing 
Food Bank will be held before Erev Yom Kippur, October 
1. Non-perishable food or a check donation is greatly 
appreciated. A second collection will be held before morning 
Yom Kippur services on October 2.

Men’s Club will meet for Fall League baseball games sometime 
in October as soon as the schedules are released. This is a 
great way to see some of the major league players as well as 
some “future All-Stars.”

For questions, contact Edd Shalett at tieman11@q.com.
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sljc sisterhood
Next Event: Thursday, October 16, 1 pm, Chapel Center

The SLJC Sisterhood is looking forward to another 
exciting year of activities. Our first meeting of the 
new season will take place on Thursday, October 16 
at 1 pm in the Chapel Center. Our speaker will be 
Mariana Laufer, a former ballerina from the Bucharest 
Ballet in Romania. She will discuss her book about her 
career as an accomplished dancer. Future meetings 
will feature a movie matinee in the Chapel Center, a 
paid-up membership luncheon and Hanukkah party, 
a presentation from Temple member Sandy Lubisch 
about his encounters with famous celebrities, and our 
annual charity fundraiser, Games Galore, on February 23, 
2026. More details to follow in the future. For more 
information, please contact Shirley at tieman11@q.com 
or Sandy at golombsandy@aol.com.

In order to participate in these activities, be sure to fill 
out the Sisterhood Membership Form below and mail it 
to Wendy Goldstein along with your check, if you have 
not already done so. We will need your current email 
address so that you can receive updates for all of the 
Sisterhood activities. We look forward to seeing you at 
these exciting events.

Sisterhood Membership Dues Form (July 1, 2025 – June 30, 2026) 
NOTE: We do not share information with anyone. For Sisterhood use only. 

Name: ______________________________________________________________________  

Address: ____________________________________________________________________ 

E-mail: ______________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: ______________________________________________________________________ 

Birthday (month/day only): _______________________________________________________ 

Please send this form and a check for $30, payable to SLJC Sisterhood, to:  
Wendy Goldstein, 24031 S Lakeway Circle NW, Sun Lakes AZ 85248 
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October 23, 2025 12:00PM to 9:00PM

7151 W. Ray Rd.
Chandler, AZ 85226

623-320-0300

Sun Lakes Jewish Congregation

(AUG517)

VISIT US IN PERSON, ORDER ONLINE OR PLACE A TAKE-OUT ORDER

When dining in: Present this flyer to your server at any time during your meal.

When ordering online: Enter the 6-digit fundraiser code below at the time of checkout.

When placing a take-out order: Present this flyer to a BJ's team member upon your arrival.

For Dine In, Takeout or Curbside at this BJ's Location:

Valid for dine in, takeout or curbside when applicable. Not valid toward alcoholic beverages, Happy Hour specials or for delivery orders.
Please do not distribute flyers on site during the event.
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Our first temple fundraiser will be held on Thursday, 
October 23 at BJ'S Restaurant on Ray Road from the 
hours of 12-8 pm. If you have a big party, please call 
ahead for a reservation. Last year we had a very big 
turnout, and we are hoping for a bigger one this year. 
Please be sure to bring the flyer on the opposite page 
with you to show when you pay your bill so that SLJC 
will receive 20% .

If you have any questions, please contact Shirley at 
tieman11@q.com.

sljc restaurant fundraisers
Thursday, October 23, 12-8 pm, BJ's, 7151 W. Ray Road, Chandler

Rabbi Beyo, The CEO of the East Valley JCC, has spent the last two months in Israel and 
will report on his observations and interactions with various segments of the population. 

Registration for each person is required using the online form at bit.ly/foi-sept25. Enter 
your name, email, and telephone number. If you are unable to register using the link, you 
may register by emailing israelsunlakes@gmail.com and including your name, email, phone 
number, and the number of people in your party who will attend. If transportation to the 
event is a challenge for you, please email israelsunlakes@gmail.com so that we can try to 
help arrange a ride for you.

The upcoming Friends of Israel Speakers Series is entitled “Diversity of the Israeli People: 
Social, Cultural and Public Policy Implications.” Stay tuned for additional information about 
future dates and speakers.

friends of israel
in the footsteps of history:  
a journey through israel of discovery, pain, and joy 
Tuesday, September 9, 10-11:30 am, EVJCC, 908 N Alma School, Chandler

Spencer Horwitz is a Jewish Pirate. He is Jewish and is 
currently a pirate, although not a marauder on the high 
seas. Spencer bats leadoff and plays first base for the 
Pittsburgh Pirates.

He grew up in a Jewish family living in Maryland, where 
he was a star athlete in high school. Spencer led his 
high school hockey team to two state championships 
and was selected in 2016 to the state high school 
association’s First Team baseball squad.

He played college baseball at Radford University and 
was selected by the Toronto Blue Jays in the 2019 
draft. He made his major-league debut in June 2023 

and played for Toronto in 2023 and 2024. Spencer was 
traded to the Cleveland Guardians in December 2024, 
and was immediately traded to the Pirates, where he 
plays every day.

Israel does not have many skilled baseball players, 
so they seek Jewish Americans to help the country 
compete in international contests. In 2023, Spencer 
played for the Israeli team in the World Baseball 
Classic, where one of his teammates was Joc Pederson 
who played for the Diamondbacks in 2024. Joc was the 
subject of this column in the November 2024 issue.

something you might not know
a jewish pirate  By Murray Siegel


