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Messages from our Clergy

There is a classic Yiddish folk saying that goes: ““You have chosen us from
among all the nations. Why, O Lord? What did you have against us?”

I think about this phrase containing both sadness and humor rolled up into one
expression that has haunted the Jewish People throughout the ages. There is no
doubt that we, as a people, have endured numerous efforts to eradicate all mem-
ory of us from the human psyche.

We have suffered, not only at the hands of others, but also by self-inflicting pain
and anguish. The Talmud tells us that the Second Temple was destroyed because
of “Seenus Hinum” — self-hatred and inner conflicts. If we study the history of
the Second Temple period we understand fully what the rabbis of the Talmud were telling us. It was a
tragedy, witnessing neighbor against neighbor, zealots against liberals, and apologists against nationalists. It
was the ultimate destruction of a people and a tradition brought on by self-indulgence and passions that tran-
scended reason and logic. When the Temple walls tumbled they brought down with them the hopes and aspi-
rations of a people who witnessed thousands of years of development and contributions that still permeate
human society.

I fast forward to today, and by today I mean the twentieth and twenty-first centuries. We were there when,
after two thousand years, a people’s longing for return was realized. This was accomplished after the most
unimaginable sacrifices. History is replete with stories and depictions of a dark time in humanities devel-
opment. There can never be enough said or written to fully describe the anguish and torment suffered by so
many and inflicted by so few.

David Ben-Gurion once wrote: “Building a State means for us a return to the soil. We found hundreds of
Arab villages. We didn’t take them away. We established hundreds of new Jewish villages on new soil. We
didn’t merely buy the land, we re-created the land. In the swamps of Hedera hundreds of Jews died of ma-
laria, and they refused to leave that place until it was made healthy. With our toil, our sweat, and with our
love and devotion, we are remaking the soil to enable us to settle there, not at the expense of anybody else.”

In that short paragraph he summed up the dreams and aspirations of a people ignored and denigrated but who
gave the world the understanding of hope and survival. In that short paragraph was embodied the realization
that centuries of humiliation and dehumanization did not alter our determination to complete the work given
to us by our forefathers and foremothers as they brought the world from darkness into light.

Theodore Herzl went even further in fewer words when he said: “If you will it, it is not a dream.” The fulfill-
ment of centuries of crying each and every year at Passover: “Next year in Jerusalem,” was not only a clarion
call for deliverance, but a willingness to continue the task assigned to us at Sinai: The fulfillment of the
human effort at completion and connection, not only to God, but to each other.

Today we are witnessing a return to the days of “Seenus Hinum.” Some call these detractors “self hating
Jews.” Others have more descriptive terms. We are observing our own people demonizing a State and its
people as they consider the path of survival in a hostile environment. These same people disregard the daily
threat to life and limb that is reported as though it were some innocuous experience. And even when we
admit that mistakes are made, it is not enough. We must die, for that is the fate of this inglorious people.
Mordecai M. Kaplan said it best: “Our emancipation will not be complete until we are free of the fear of
being Jews.”



The question remains, why? Why is it necessary for us to turn the other cheek when, if we do, we will lose our
face? Why is our hand extended in friendship to all who hate us only to have it ignored? Why does the world
gather, on more than one occasion, to condemn this tiny land filled with so few people? Why, oh why, are there
many of our own people who join in the chorus of defeatism and destruction?

There are too many “whys.” There are not enough answers. It seems that the “whys” have it. It seems that the
ageless question uttered by many Holocaust survivors: “At Auschwitz, where was God?” is still echoed today.
And the answer that is given: “Where was man?”

Perhaps that answer is too simple. Life is more complicated than that. Perhaps, though, that answer is suffi-
cient for us to believe that what we must do and what must be done requires us to speak loudly when we see and
hear our fellow Jews so misguided and so emancipated that they believe they are not Jews at all but rather “self
hating Jews” which, in my opinion is the same as being anti-Semitic.

The Yiddish folk saying may be more prophetic than humorous. And perhaps we should add What do our own
have against us?

President’s Message

When headlines grab us with racist and bigoted language and actions, we often feel disgusted with the igno-
rance that abounds in the world and powerless to make changes. Well now, SLIC ‘s Adult Education Commit-
tee proudly offers a two-part panel presentation to help people of many cultures learn each other’s ways and
hopefully bring tolerance and understanding.

On Tuesday, January 28" and concluding on Tuesday, March 24™ you are invited to attend our panels, entitled
Life Cycle Rituals. The first panel (in January) will explore rituals surrounding birth, coming of age, and mar-
riage. The second panel (in March) will offer explanations of rituals surrounding death and beliefs about the af-
terlife.

Panelists include Mr. Barnaby Lewis, Historian at the Huhugham Native American Cultural Center; Minister
Carolina Uribe,Pastor at St. Mary’s Church in Chandler ; Ms. Azra Hassain of the Islamic Speakers Bureau ;
Dr. M. Zuhdi Jasser, President of the American Islamic Forum for Democracy; Pastor Mitch McDonald, newly
installed at Sun Lakes Community Church and our own Rabbi Irwin Wiener.

Both parts of this program will take place at the Sun Lakes Chapel. The Chapel Board has graciously offered us
this space at no cost to us. In return, we will ask for donations at each presentation to benefit the Sun Lakes
Chapel Board. The programs will be open to the public, and we will invite members of local houses of worship
and constituents of the speakers named above. Please save the dates and come and learn from all these amazing
speakers.

WHEN: Tues., Jan. 28" and Tues., Mar. 24%
TIME: 1:00 — 2:30 p.m.
WHERE: Sun Lakes Chapel

Geri Gould



.
LIFE CYCLE RITUALS

Part 1 - Tuesday, January 28
Birth, Coming of Age, Marriage

Part 2 - Tuesday, March 24
Death, Beliefs about Afterlife

1:00-2:30 p.m.
Sun Lakes Chapel - SunL Arizona

Open to the public at no

Speakers
Mr. Barnaby Lewis, Historian at Huhugha e American Cultural Center
Minister Carolina Uribe, Pastor at St. Mary's Church of Chandler

Asra Hassain of the Islamic Speakers Bureau

Dr. M. Zuhdi )asser, President of the American Islamic Forum for Democracy
Pastor Mitch McDonald, newly installed at Sun Lakes Community Church
Rabbi Irwin Wiener, Sun Lakes Jewish Congregation

Sponsored by Sun Lakes Jewish Congregation



Congregational News

Havurah Chai

May the lights of Hanukkah usher in a better world for all human kind. May the lights of friendship shine all
throughout the year. Come and see the glow that shines with Havurah Chai friends. You are welcome to attend
the 2" Friday night Shabbat Services with us at Sun Lakes Jewish Congregation and then join Chai at our
Oneg table for a social hour. Life is for the living so come join us and light up your life!

For information on Havurah Chai contact, Lainy Sardina at 480-895-0974 or lainysardina@gmail.com.

DEC. 15" — Hanukkah Dinner Party
JAN. 15T- New Year’s Day Appetizer Party

Men’s Club

The Men’s Club is a social organization that meets the first Tuesday of the month from September through
June. We have interesting speakers from our community to address our membership each of these months.
Guests are always invited, and refreshments are provided. The organization also has special lunches as well as
various site visits in the local area. The Temple membership is encouraged to be members of the Men’s Club to
enable fellowship throughout our Jewish Community and achieve our social responsibility as a Jewish Com-
munity. Membership dues are due on July 1% each year. It is truly the BEST DEAL in town.

The Men’s Club collects non-perishable food for local food banks prior to Friday night Services in front of the
Chapel House from 6:15 pm until 6:45 pm. There will be large boxes for your non-perishable food donations
in front of the Garage Door of the Chapel House. Do not leave food items in the Chapel as they may get lost or
discarded. Please consider donating to this worthy cause. 485 pounds of food was collected at the High Holi-
day Services. Keep up the good work.

During November, the Men’s Club travelled to the Ping Golf Club Factory for a tour of the manufacturing fa-
cility. Afterwards there was a lunch at a barbeque Restaurant. The next meeting is scheduled for December 3rd
at 7 pm at the Chapel Center. As always, wives and prospective members are always welcome. Refreshments
will be provided beginning at 6:30 pm.

Our speaker is John Owens who is the Downtown Redevelopment Specialist for the City of Chandler. His role
includes working with Downtown Businesses to better deliver city services, helping the city build a dynamic
urban environment that welcomes private investment, and continuing the redevelopment of Downtown Chan-
dler. John joins the City of Chandler from the Greater Phoenix Economic Council, where he was on the Re-
search and Analytics team. He holds a bachelor’s degree from Tulane University and master’s degrees in Urban
Planning and Public Policy from Arizona State University.

John serves on the Board of Swift Youth Foundation and is a past participant of Valley Leadership Advance, a
program for emerging leaders in the Phoenix metro area. He is an avid sports fan, a downtown evangelist, and
a determined adventurer. He’s played semi-professional tackle football in Tel Aviv and spent a month travers-
ing the United States in his car, among other adventures.

Future events, visits, and lunches are being planned.
For further information contact Steve Horowitz stevehorowitz@windstream.net



Sisterhood

The Sun Lakes Jewish Congregation Sisterhood will meet on Thursday, December 19 at 1:00 P.M. in the
Chapel Center. The guest speaker will be from the Jewish Free Loan program. Mark your calendars for our an-
nual Card Party on February 10, 2020. It’s a full day of playing your favorite games: Mah Jongg, Bridge, Ca-
nasta, Scrabble, etc. with a gourmet buffet lunch, fabulous gift baskets, raffles, and a bake sale. For more
information contact Carol at: carolbee38@wbhsi.net.

Shalom Hadassan

We are looking forward to our annual Hanukkah celebration that will be held this year at the East Valley JCC
on December 10" at 12:00 noon.

Along with a delicious lunch we will also have the Installation of Officers for the new term.

There will be a great combination of food, fun and games! For reservations send an $18.00 check made out to
Shalom Hadassah and send to Marsha Levine at 3805 E. County Down Drive, Chandler 85249.

Save the date for our next event....Shalom’s Fashion Show at the Global Tea Mart on January 14", 2020.
This is always a sellout!

Community Seder 2020

It’s not too early to start planning for the annual SLJC community seder. Please contact Helen Abrams
(Hsbbcd@aol.com) if you would be willing to help on the committee. Thanks.

Condolences
Our condolences to the Evans family on the recent passing of Sy Evans.

Sun Lakes Jewish Congregation

Thank you Notes
I would like to thank everyone for your calls, cards, donations and food in memory of my sister, Loretta Weber.
Your support and caring is what helps so much during the grieving period. We are truly blessed to have so
many wonderful friends.

Judy Plafker and family

The Chapel Board would like to thank the members of Sun Lakes Jewish Congregation who worked so hard to
make the Treasure Sale a success: Gail Dante, Evey Freed, Anita Frindell, Barbara Ganz, Charlie Gerson, Gary
Hasenfus, Gary Kanowsky, Anita Kolikoff, Lori Mangel, Renee Politi, Sheldon Raizes, Elliott Reiss, Barbara
Reiss, Sandy Schmalzbach (4 days) and Linda Wasserman.
We also want to thank the shoppers who were also important.
If I forgot anyone, please forgive me.
If anyone needs a tax write off form for donations for the sale please contact Barbara.
Thank you,
Charlie Gerson, Wende Levy, Barbara Reiss

Service Honors

If you would like an honor for our Friday night Services, please contact Shelly Henden at 895-8851

Shelly



Community News

Lone Solder Program

On December 22, 500 Lone Soldiers will have a smile on their faces when they read the letters sent from Chan-
dler and Phoenix for Hanukkah. Students at seven Valley congregations and 2 day schools heard presentations
about Lone Soldiers. In addition to SLJC, Temple Nefesh Soul, ASU and NAU Hillel, Israeli Scouts, two JCC
camps, participants in adult programs at the EVICC, and Chabads from the East Valley contributed letters.

These holiday greetings and messages of appreciation mean a great deal to Lone Soldiers who are far away
from home or have no home support them in Israel. It is a true mitzvah to provide them with encouragement
and energy to continue the very difficult and dangerous task of defending Israel.

Thanks to all those committee members whose help allowed the message to get out to so many young people.
For the members of SLIC who wrote letters, I know you felt rewarded by your meaningful effort.

The Hanukkah Letter Writing Campaign will be an annual expanding program. For next year we are going to
suggest that you include your grandchildren in performing this mitzvah, whether they live locally or not. We
will provide age appropriate information to make it meaningful for them. Modeling an act of kindness will go a
long way to instill altruistic feelings in them.

Friend of Israel

Better audio and sound in the future is comming. Some Israel supporters have had difficulty hearing our
speakers in the past. Starting with our February 23, 2020 event, the system will allow everyone to hear the
speaker.

Our speaker is Rabbi Michael Beyo, who has spoken twice before. His topic will be "Why is Jerusalem so
important to the Muslims.” This is obviously a very contemporary issue because any peace proposal would
have to solve the rights to Jerusalem. Rabbi Beyo is the CEO of the East Valley JCC and an historian with an
extraordinary grasp of the history of the Middle East and the Jewish People.

Please save the date, February 23, 2020 at 3:00PM at the Chapel Center.

Noah Ari Teplitsky Bar Mitzvah

Noah Ari Teplitsky will become a Bar Mitzvah on Saturday, De-
cember 14. Noah is the son of Daniel Teplitsky and Shari Abbit, step-
son of Steve Abbit, and the grandson of Anne Teplitsky and the late
Norman Teplitsky and Stanley and Lorraine Daniel and the late He-
lene Daniel. Noah is a 7th grade student at Kyrene del Pueblo Middle
School.




MAH JONGG CARDS -2020

Sisterhood earns $1.25 for each card ordered

Please fill out this form and provide an email address and phone number for ONE person per group:

Name Email

Phone #

STANDARD LARGE NAME ADDRESS
PRINT ($8.00) PRINT ($9.00)

# #

# #

# #

# #

# #

Make checks (no cash) payable to SLJC Sisterhood and send with this form to:
Nancy Mohr, 24518 S. Cedarcrest Dr., Sun Lakes, AZ 85248

DEADLINE — JANUARY 09, 2020

Sun Lakes Jewish Congregation Donation Form
Please accept this contribution to the following fund:

Chapel Oneg Music Family Fund Flower Yahrzeit

In honor/memory of

Please send card to:

Address:

Remit to: Steve Horowitz 9306 E. Crystal Dr. Sun lakes, AZ 85248




ANNUAL CALRD PARTY

Monday, February 10, 2020 at 10:00 a.m.

Doors open at 9:00 a.m.
Oakwood Country Club
Sponsored by Sun Lakes Jewish Congregation Sisterhood
$35.00 entry fee includes a delicious buffet lunch.
For reservations or questions call Geri at 480-305-0123.

Don’t forget about our signature raffle baskets and the
tantalizing treats at our bake sale !

Hey Men! How about getting together a poker or pinochle table.

Names of players: (Please include a contact phone #/e-mail for one
member of the group.) Reservations deadline is February 1st.

Game to be played:

Please make your check for $35.00 per player to SLJC SISTERHOOD, and mail to Geri Gould at
24529 $. Lakeway Circle $W, Sun Lakes, AZ 85248. Please limit lunch seating to groups of five.

You must provide your own game. No shufflers please!

The UPS Store ™

25% OFF
PACKING SERVICE

| 4% 5 Abma Schosl Rd
 hamilber, AT NS48 -l-'-.-lJ-lH
! stire LY @ Hheuprsstnre. com
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Alex Arkins

Irving Arnow
Naomi Axelrad
Joseph Babush
Teresa Bassegio
Stanley Beck
Sophie Behr
Alfred Behr

Craig Bektashi
Dan Berg

Sidney Bloom
Marilyn Blumberg
Edward Blumberg
Fanny Bush
Francess Calcaterra
Marry Cantor
Pauline Cohen
Rae Cohen

Pearl Cook

Bette E. Dubinsky
Harold Dunayer
Grace Gould Earhart
Jackob Eiseman
Sitty Eiseman
Minnie Elias
Esther Engel
Irving Evans
Elizabeth Fineberg
Charles Fink
Sophie Fischer
Leona Frankel
Nathan Gasch

Sol Gass

Bessie Gerson
John Gerson

Fred E. Gilbert
Irving Ginsberg
Allan Goelman

B. Claiment Granoff
Irving Greene
Cyla Gutwillig
Joel Gutwillig
George Holstein

December Milestones
Yahrzeits

Jean Jacobs
Mina Kahn
Dorothy Kaplan
Alexander Katcher
Morris Kaufman
Sidney Klitsner
Leo Kollman
Jack Kopsenel
Leah Koss

Clare Lerman
Wilbur Millard
Valentine Morris
Mark Nelinson
Malcolm Nieman
Edith Ornstein
Max Rosendale
Jerome Roth
Helen Roth

Zelda Rothstein
Sidney Rudin
Teddy Sardina
Sam Schaeffer
Morris Schulman
Sarah Shalett
Simon Shapiro
Stewart Silverman
Charles Stein
Irving Sternhill
Lynne Stone
Dorothy Taitsman
Harry Temkin
Harvey Trachtenberg
Bessie Warsofsky
Ronald Weiner

Valley of the Sun
Mortuary & Cemetery

10940 E. Chandler Heights Road
Chandler, AZ 85248

For all of your Funeral & Cemetery arrangements.
Onr professional Counselors will be pleased to assist
you m choosing your personal options.

Visit our dedicated Jewish Garden
Call today for a cemetery tour or to discuss options:
480-895-9232
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Ruth Marcus
Joan Tener
Thea Friedman
Leah Bloom
Tom Mohr
Seymour Zolty
Benita Feldman
Dennis Novy
Judy Asbell
Irwin Wiener
Milton Lewis
Kevin Murphy
Jon Scheck
Sander Frindell

WO  OXIIDAN PP PR WD~
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ONEG Fund
Donor

Sisterhood

Anita Kolikoff

Family Fund
Donor

Shirley and Edd Shalett

Shirley and Edd Shalett

Shirley and Edd Shalett

Doris and Ron Codkind
Doris and Ron Codkind

Chapel Fund
Donor

Susan and Stephen Kubrin
Marjorie and David Levinson
Shirley R. Gersten

Marsha and Marty Levine
Jeff and Esther Spear

Anniversaries

0

16 Allan Caplan 11 Judy & Charles Wolin

16 Fritzi Ferguson 12 Gregory & Diane Posniack
16 Marshall Gurian 16 Rena & Leonard Dolins
19 Ronald Buckner 21 Phyllis & Dennis Novy
20 Jeft Burnce 22 Joy & Aaron Dolin

21 Alice Salita 23 Diane & Martin Silverman
24 Sharon Beck 25 Susan & Neil Tamber

25 Evey Freed 26 Leah & Alan Bloom

26 Jeffrey Nieman 27 Noreen & Richard Nadler
29 Adrian Bendick 28 Glenda & Cyril Warshaw
29 Richard Nadler

29 Faith Roth

31 Gregory Posniack

Thanks to Congregation Donors

Occasion
Monthly donation
In honor of Lorrie and Howard Cohen’s granddaughters
Remington and Reese Hug

Occasion
In Memory of Bea Pollock
In honor of Diane and Marty Silverman’s grandson’s wedding
In honor of Lorrie and Howard Cohen’s granddaughters
Remington and Reese Hug
In memory of Frances B. Calcaterra
In honor of Lorrie and Howard Cohen’s granddaughters
Remington and Reese Hug

Occasion

Aliyah on Yom Kippur

In Memory of Bertha Levinson

In Memory of Howard Warshaw

In Honor of Remington Gray Hug and Reese Janeson Hug
In Honor of Remington Gray Hug and Reese Janeson Hug

12



Yahrzeit Fund

Donor In Memory of Yahrzeit Month
Nessa and Barry Memberg Norton Memberg October
Nessa and Barry Memberg Leon Cooperman October
Janice and Al Frankel Sidney Shayman October
Ellin Lee Merritt Lester G. Merritt November
Marc Israel Sidney Israel November
Sharon Beck Stanley Stock November
Marilyn Koss Samuel Koss November
Jeff Spear Ruth Spear November
Charles Gerson Shirley Gerson November
Diane Zelinger Leonard M. Raffeld November
Rita Tanen Sidney Tanen November
Rita Tanen Sandra Cervera November
Rochelle Schwartz Ben Raisen November
Rochelle Schwartz Ida Raisen November
Sheila Asroft Herbert Rosedale November
Caralyn Brace Arnold Farber November
Adrian and Ira Bendick Valentine Morris November
Sandor Lubisch Rebecca Lubisch Goldberg November
Karen Hasenfus Phil Sontag November
Sharon and Murray Siegel Harold Dunayer December
General Fund

Donor Occasion
Rabbi Irwin and Sandi Wiener In honor of Bety and Michael Dar 50th Wedding Anniversary
Rabbi Irwin and Sandi Wiener In honor of Rochelle and Harvey Schwartz
Rabbi Irwin and Sandi Wiener In honor of Diane and Jack Zelinger
Rabbi Irwin and Sandi Wiener In honor of Marcia and Harvey Weiner
Carolyn Chiasson In memory of Bea Pollock
Lana Oyer In honor of Lorrie and Howard Cohen’s granddaughters

Remington and Reese Hug

Lana Oyer Get well wishes for Lorrie Cohen
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Our assisted living
is accredited for
two reasons. You.
And your family.

Because having the confidence & peace of
mind of accreditation is important. That’s why
SRG communities are accredited by CARF
International. It’s an independent organization
that sets exceedingly high standards for care and
service. It’s a lot like an accreditation for a hospital
or college. Or a five-star rating for a hotel.

We think you'll find that our accreditation
is only one of the many reasons you'll

like what you see.

INDEPENDENT & ASSISTED LIVING

La SIena 909 East Northern Avenue « Phoenix, AZ - 602 702 5471
The Village at Ocotillo - 990 West Ocotillo Road - Chandler, AZ - 480.400.8828

8= SRGseniorliving.com

Visit our webside www.SRGseniorliving.com

MUSIC INTHE SHADOW
OF THE HOLOCAUST

Thursday, January 9 | 6 p.m.
CHANDLER CENTER FOR THE ARTS * 250 N. ARIZONA AVE., CHANDLER

Two powerful Holocaust commemoration programs

ARIZOMA TAX CREDIT

GIVE °300
GET °800

by acclaimed pianist Carolyn Enger

Jrom award- winning composer Daniel Asia

i “_....'.‘._'-\.-n Ce——anll 3 < %s“’ - =%

Donations to the EVJCC stays here In b e e
go towards programs Tor all age groups, to
enrich the lives of people right here In our
nalghborhoods, Programs including: b u East Valley JCC
* PRESCHOOL SCHOLARSHIPS = CAMP SCHOLARSHIPS PP iy, %Chémdtlerg
L] L] enter|:

FEEDUMS THE ROPELES. . SROYINNS NENLS.T0 SRS Y Oi0SEATS EpUCATION

Eastvalleyscc  call 480.897.0588 or Chandler - Arizona AND HUMAN DIGNITY

You Belang Here  yisit taxcreditjcc.org

908 N. Alma School Rd * Chandler, AZ 85224
!]East Valley JCC i » 430,897,058
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HOME TECHNOLOGY
MAKE-OVER!

Th e more devices you have, the smarter your WiFi needs to be.

Real Value.
Smart Support.

Fast Internet + Smart WiFi powers
multiple devices all over your home!

B 50100 200

—Mbps— | —Mbps— | —Mbps-—

- A handy FREE app that lets you set parental controls,

—> Video Stream Priority set for streaming video like
manage passwords, set up a guest WiFi and more!

Netflix, Hulu, and other services so there is no buffering
due to other uses on your home Wi-Fi network.

Orbitel 2s0-895-8084

COMMUNICATIONS www.orbitelcom.com

Many factors affect speed. Actual speed may vary. Speed listed is maximum wired speed. Other conditions may apply. Call office for full details.
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