
THE SHPIEL
FEBRUARY 2023 | SHEVAT/ADAR 5783

THE SHPIEL
S E PTEMBER  2 0 2 2   I

Milgroom



2  |  SUN LAKES JEWISH CONGREGATION

To submit to The Shpiel or for more information, contact Geri Gould at (480) 305-0123, or gerijim@hotmail.com.

n President, Shelly Henden	 (480) 612-4413
n Membership, Susie Shapiro	 (480) 883-7117
n Rabbi Irwin Wiener, D.D.	 (623) 640-5913
n Cantor, Ronda Polesky	 (480) 247-8408
n Music Director, Lana Oyer	 (602) 524-5936
n Graphics, Mike Milgroom 		  (480) 802-7990

HIGHLIGHTS 
 3	 From the Clergy
 5	 President's Message
 6	 Yahrzeits
 6	 Celebrations
12	 Contributions
13	 Donation Form

SLJC FEBRURAYSLJC FEBRURAY 20232023
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2
9 am:  
Sisterhood 
Basket 
Wrapping

3 4

5 6 tu bishvat 7 
11:30 am:  
Men's Club 
Lunch Meeting
(Old Chicago 
Pizza)

8
1:30 pm:  
Devorah 
Literary Ladies 
(Zoom) 

9
4 pm:  
Board of 
Directors 
Meeting

10
7 pm: 
Erev Shabbat 
Service

11

12 13 14
9 am:  
Sisterhood 
Board Meeting

15 
11 am-1 pm:  
Devorah 
Hadassah Food 
Collection for 
JFCS (Sites TBA)

16 17 18

19
10:30 am: 
JWV Post 619 
Meeting 
(Oakwood 
Poolside)

2 pm:  
Sisterhood 
Meeting

20 21
4 pm:  
Chompie's 
Fundraiser 
Dinner

22
10:30 am:  
Devorah 
Hadassah 
Meeting 
(EVJCC)

23 24 25

26 27 28

All meetings are held All meetings are held 
in the Chapel Center in the Chapel Center 

unless otherwise noted.unless otherwise noted.



FEBRUARY 2023 THE SHPIEL  |  3

We should always celebrate 
goodness and kindness. 
We, as a congregation, 
are very fortunate. There 
are those who support 
our efforts with their 
participation. There are 
those who are nurturing 
with their resources. And 
there are those who show 
their appreciation by 

attending those activities, which describe us as a caring 
and loving community. Each in his or her way sustains us. 
That is what a Synagogue is all about. 

And just as there are many ways to contribute to the 
vitality of our efforts, so too are there many different 
people who comprise this great institution. Even those 
who are infrequent visitors ennoble us because they 
ensure continuity by adding their names to the list 
of members. 

“If you respond to the needs of those who call out to 
you, then shall your light be a beacon in the darkness, and 
the darkness will be washed in the full day’s light, and the 
Lord will walk beside you as a guide, and shall richly fill 
and nourish your life; and God will renew your strength, 
and you will grow like a garden wealthy with water, a 
spring of water, whose waters fail not.” Such is written 
in the Torah, and such is the example of our members 
and volunteers. 

They respond when called upon, not with why but rather 
how. And as surely as God is in our midst as we utter our 
prayers and supplications, so is God with them because 
they enhance our lives and lift our spirits. No finer group 
of men and women can be found anywhere. Not because 
they are ours but because they represent the best in us. 

There is a most wonderful story found in Midrash Rabbah 
— the book of parables and examples:

A Persian king once happened to visit the Emperor 
Marcus Antonius when he was in Syria. On meeting, the 
emperor introduced his friend the Patriarch Rabbi Judah 
to the Persian king. The king later sent to Rabbi Judah a 
priceless gemstone as a gift, and the rabbi in turn sent 
the king a mezuzah. When the king later met the rabbi, 
he said, “I have sent you a very expensive gift, but you 
have sent me something of relatively little expense.” Rabbi 
Judah replied: “Inside the mezuzah there is an inscription 
worth more than all valuable objects because I must keep 
your gift safe, the gemstone. However, my gift will keep 
you safe, as it is written: ‘When you lie down, it shall 
watch over you.’” 

Such are the people who grace us with their enthusiasm 
and spirit of warmth and friendship, with one exception 
– they are both a precious gem in our midst and, at the 
same time, a watchful and sacred possession of this great 
congregation: inseparable and equally as expensive a gift 
as anyone could possibly want.  Over the years I have 
been privileged to witness the devotion and dedication 
and I have been uplifted by their generosity and unselfish 
response to our needs and wants. 

Sometimes in our haste and in the everyday occurrences, 
we lose sight of the gratitude and appreciation due to 
so many.  On behalf of a grateful congregation, I say 
thank you to all because all of you are truly a blessing for 
us and for our community, which is the beneficiary of 
your Godliness.  E

Join with us at our Shabbat Service on February 10.

rabbi irwin wiener, d.d.rabbi irwin wiener, d.d.
A True Blessing
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In April 2023, Geoffrey John Kaye, a SLJC member, will discuss his role in 
developing the Kaye Academic College of Education in Beer Sheva, Israel. 
He will discuss how he got involved and how the school has grown and now 
flourishes. The college serves as a hub of teacher training for the entire 
Negev, with approximately 3,500 students. 

n Compulsory education starts at 3-years-old in Israel continuing through  
10th grade.

n 6.2% of the Israel’s GDP is spent on primary through tertiary education  
(19% goes to private institutions).

n Weizmann Institute of Science ranks 20th in the world in quality of 
education.

Israel Education by the Numbers:

n Israel is the fifth-most educated country globally.

n 46% of 25- to 64-years-olds have achieved tertiary education.

friends of israel
Spring Speaker Feature Topic Will Be Education In Israel  

The year is 2006, and Michael Levin is at home in Philadelphia, 
on leave from being a Lone Soldier Paratrooper in the IDF. 
Two weeks into his leave, war breaks out on Israel’s northern 
border when Hezbollah ambushes an IDF patrol, killing five 
reservists and kidnapping two others. Michael rushes back to 
Israel, and struggles to get an order to join his unit which is in 
a battle for control of a Lebanese village. On August 1, 2006, 
Michael, age 22, is killed in an intense fire-fight. One year after 
his death, his parents hosted a memorial service in Jerusalem 
with 325 Lone Soldiers where seeds for the Michael Levin 
Memorial Lone Soldier Center (LSC) were sown. His death 
led to international recognition of the significant role Lone 
Soldiers play in the defense of Israel. 

Now, the LSC, one of our three center partners, has three 
center locations in Jerusalem, Tel Aviv and Beer Sheva, and 
five subsidized residences housing 245 soldiers. In 2022 
they served 14,816 Shabbat meals and counselled 3,000 
Lone Soldiers.

lone soldier project
meet michael levin and the lone soldier center
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presidentpresident’’s messages message
shelly hendenshelly henden

I would like to welcome 
our returning members, 
Margie Weiss and Buddy 
Greenberg, and our new 
members, Donald and 
Marilyn Levine, and Paul 
Fieldstone.

We have some upcoming 
fun fundraisers: dinner at 

Chompie's in February and the Hale Theatre in March. 
See the forms and the information regarding these events 
in the Shpiel. 

FYI, if you or someone you know wants to have an 
event in the Chapel Center, contact Susie Shapiro for 
its availability. New flooring has been installed which will 
bring new life to the Center. Also, you are reminded that 
you can bring in your own food or caterer. 

As always, I am looking for people to participate in the 
monthly services and if you can read Hebrew, we are 

looking for people to do the Haftorahs during the High 
Holidays. Don’t be shy! Some congregants have been 
doing them for many years, and we would welcome 
some new faces on the bima. 

The board voted on establishing a new committee, 
“Leadership Council,” which will be headed by Michael 
Cohen. The committee will be working closely with the 
JCC on promoting unity in the Jewish community here 
in the East Valley. If you would like to be a part of this 
committee, please contact Michael as he would cherish 
your interest and help. 

Please read all the articles in the Shpiel so you can be up 
to date on what is going on in our congregation. E

Consider Volunteering

Our congregation purchased a block of tickets for shows this spring at the 
Hale Theatre, a theater-in-the-round located at 50 W. Page Ave. in Gilbert. 
These performances will provide a chance to get together, see a show, 
maybe have a nosh in Downtown Gilbert, and raise some much-needed 
funds for our Congregation. All shows will be matinees at 4 pm. 

Here is what is on the landscape: 42nd Street on Saturday, March 11 and 
Bye Bye Birdie on Saturday, May 20. We hope you can join the fun!

Ticket price is $40. To make your reservation, please call Marcia Weiner at 
(480) 802-9455 or Shelly Schwartz at (480) 802-3608.

sljc fundraiser
join us at the hale theatre! 
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february yahrzeitsfebruary yahrzeits

february celebrationsfebruary celebrations

Zichronam livrachah — may their memories be a blessing.

ANNIVERSARIES — kol hakavod — to a great year ahead together!

 Melvin Becker
Anne Berg
Sheila Berger
Florence Berger
Sheila Berger
Ida Gilbert Brodsky
William Buchsbaum
Marjorie Buchsbaum
Charles Clift
Essie Cohen
Constance Dunayer
John Elias
Woody Fabert
Allan Richard Feldman

14	 Sander & Anita Frindell
15	 Darrell & Norma Owens

Muriel Salita
Dorothy Schaeffer
Syndi Scheck
Sylvia Sharf
Morris Sharff
Robert Smigel
Bertha Smigel
Dorothy Stone
Isaac Strahl
Norma Zacharias
Irving Zigman

Benjamin Fischer
Shirley Fray
Augusta Friedman
Melissa Ger
Maurice Gerson
Betty Ginsberg
Marcy Goldstein
Allan Greenberg
Frank Hasenfus
Cie Hirschkoff
Barbara Kaplan
Irving Karp
Norma Klein
Barnett Lazarus

17	 Marc & Deborah Israel
19	 Tzvi & Gina Caplan

Sadie Lazarus
Barnett Levenson
Bernard Linder
Joseph Lubisch
Sylvia Memberg
Samuel Miller
Rose Mohr
Geraldine Nelinson
Jack Ornstein
Joseph Pasternack
Allan Price
Louis Raizes
Sadie Roth
Marilyn Russell

BIRTHDAYS — mazel tov — another year older and another year wiser!

1	 Nessa Memberg
2	 Arleene Forgang
2	 Linda Wasserman
11	 Marc Israel
12	 Marsha Levine
13	 Roxanne Banta

21	 Susan Reeves
24	 Gary Schultz
25	 Harvey Weiner
26	 Nancy Stutman

15	 Betsey Silverman
16	 Diana Nelinson
17	 Ronald Codkind
18	 Ellen Fineberg
20	 Ruth Friedman
21	 Eleanor Miller

19	 Paula & Milton Lewis
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sljc men's club
Lunch Meeting: February 7, 3 pm, Old Chicago Pizza

The Men's Club is having a lunch meeting February at Old 
Chicago Pizza and Taproom at 11:30 am. (Food will be 
ordered on individual checks.) RSVP to Marty Levine by 
Tuesday, February 3 at martelee@hotmail.com, (480) 802-
8911 so that the restaurant can prepare and accommodate 
us. Old Chicago offers pizza, salads, burgers and more. We 
hope to see our members as well as prospective members.

Men’s Club recently held a luncheon at the new Macayo’s 
Mexican Restaurant in Chandler and also a new members 
event at Brooklyn V. Members enjoy monthly meetings 
with interesting speakers, lunches at local restaurants, and 
occasional field trips to local attractions. 

For membership information, please contact Marty Levine 
at (480) 802-8911 or martelee@hotmail.com.

community bulletin board

Israel Supporters
: 

The Friends of 

Israel Committee 

needs volunteers.
 

Please call Micha
el 

at (480) 895-4660
.

Please save the 
date of Friday, 
March 10 for a 
tribute to Lana 
Oyer at our March 
monthly service.

Please keep in mind that the Chapel House is available for private parties for a nominal rental. For details, please contact Susie Shapiro at (480) 883-7117.

Register for the Fry’s C
ommunity 

Rewards Program and help
 SLJC raise 

funds without doing any 
work!

   1. Go to www.frysfood
s.com

   2, Select "Sign-in"

   3. Enter your email a
nd password     

      then select "sign 
in" (this  

      will be the email 
and password  

      you created in ste
p 1); 4.  

      Under "Welcome bac
k!" click  

      "Your Name/My Acco
unt"; 5.  

      Under "Account Sum
mary" scroll  

      down to "Community
 Rewards"  

   6. Click "enroll" und
er "Community  

      Rewards." (If prom
pted, enter  

      personal informati
on.) 7,  

      Under “Find Your O
rganization”  

      enter “KU607” then
  

      select "search".

Once registered, at the 
bottom of 

every receipt it will sa
y ***Fry's 

Community Reward*** 

Please submit Bulletin Board posting requests to Geri Gould.at gerijim@hotmail.com..


